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COREL 

EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Corel PaintShop Pro X4 Ultimate 

■ See page 26 

Epson Artisan 837 All-in-One Printer 

■ See page 44 

Epson Artisan 837 All-in-One Printer 

■ See page 44 

Epson EX3210 Projector 

■ See page 45 

Epson EX5210 Projector 

■ See page 45 

Epson EX7210 Projector 

■ See page 45 



Frigidaire FGEF3055MP 30-inch 
Freestanding Electric Range 
I See page 62 




FirstGlimpse 



Product Coverage Inquiries 

products@firstglimpsemag.com 
(800) 247-4880 
131 West Grand Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68521 



Circulation 

(To adjust your bulk order or to 
request racks.) 

marketing@firstglimpsemag.com 
(800) 334-7458 



Customer Service 

(For questions about your 

subscription, to place an 

order, or change an address.) 

customer-service 

@f irstglimpsemag.com 

(800) 733-3809 

FAX: (402)479-2193 



First Glimpse 

P.O. Box 82545 
Lincoln, NE 
68501-5380 

Authorization 
For Reprints: 

(800) 247-4880 



Hours 

Mon. - Fri.: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (CST) 
Online Customer Service & 
Subscription Center 
www.FirstGlimpseMag.com 

Please note: Prices listed in this issue 
are for general reference and may 
vary from retailer pricing. 




A Sandhills 



Copyright 201 1 by Sandhills Publishing Company. First Glimpse is a registered trademark of Sandhills Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reproduction of material 
appearing in FirstGlimpse is strictly prohibited without written permission. Printed in the U.S.A. GST # 123482788RT0001 First Glimpse (ISSN 1554-2106) is published monthly 
for $29 per year by Sandhills Publishing Company, 131 West Grand Drive, P.O. Box 82545, Lincoln, NE 68501 . Subscriber Services: (800) 733-3809. POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to FirstGlimpse, P.O. Box 82545, Lincoln, NE 68501 . 



FirstGlimpse 



The Connected Home 

Discover New Possibilities With 
Today's Technology 



TODAY A WIDE VARIETY of digital devices and technologies 
work together to make all kinds of information available when- 
ever and wherever you need it. Stream movies to your home the- 
ater; download photos from a relative overseas to a photo frame 
in your living room; or upload music from your MP3 player to 
your car. Whatever you want to do, there's a product out there 
to help you do it. Use this digital home blueprint to identify the 
types of things you want to do, and then go to the appropriate 
pages to learn about related products and technologies. 
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The New Tablet Gen 

According to Nielsen, tablet and eReader 
ownership is climbing the fastest among 
older users. In Q3 of 2010, 13% of those 
who owned a tablet were between the ages 
of 45 and 54, but in Q2 of 201 1 , that group 
grew to 1 8%. Those aged 55 and up ac- 
counted for 1 0% of tablet owners in 201 
and almost doubled in 201 1 (1 9%). In Q3 of 
201 0, 1 5% of all eReader owners were 45 to 
54 years old and 25% of them were 55 years 
old and older. But in Q2 of 201 1 , one of 
every two eReader owners was 45 or older. 
Source: Nielsen 



The Many Uses Of A 
Modern Mobile Phone 

A recent survey from The Pew Internet Project 
discovered that 51 % of all adult cell phone 
owners admitted they needed their device to 
find information right away on at least one oc- 
casion. 27% said they were inconvenienced by 
not having access to their cell phones in the 
past month. 40% found their phones useful in 
an emergency situation, 42% entertained them- 
selves with a cell phone to pass the time, and 
13% faked being on a phone call to avoid awk- 
ward social interactions. 

Source: The Pew Internet Project 
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marketplace 
The Shrinking CE Gender Gap 

The tech gap between men and women is narrowing, and in some cases, completely disap- 
pearing. In the third quarter of 201 0, women were the minority owners of eReaders, smart- 
phones, and tablets. As of the second quarter of 201 1 , however, women owned 61 % of all 
eReaders and half of all smartphones. In tablets, the ownership rate went from 39% in 201 to 
43% in 201 1 . As you'd expect, device ownership for men is declining in all categories. 

Source: Nielsen 

CE Gender Gap 




y eReaders owned by women 
u Smartphones owned by women 
B Tablets owned by women 



Devices Replaced By 
Smartphones & Tablets 



We know mobile computing courtesy of smartphones and tablets is a disruptive tech- 
nology. A new survey from Prosper Mobile Insights determined that 61% of the survey 
respondents have replaced a traditional alarm clock with a tablet or smartphone. 52% 
said these mobile devices have also replaced standalone GPS devices, and 44.3% said 
the same about digital cameras. And the list goes on. 

Source: Prosper Mobile Insights 

Tablets & Smartphones Have Replaced. 



Alarm Clock 
GPS 
Digital camera 
Personal planner 
Landline phone | 
MP3 Player | 
Video Camera \ 
Newspaper 
Radio 
Desktop/Laptop Computer 
Gaming device 
Books 
Internet service at home 
DVD Player 




J 61.1% 





tidbits 

A new survey from 
In-Stat has found 
that one of 
every two tablet 
owners uses her 
device to watch 
feature-length 
movies as well as 
TV shows. 



According to comScore's latest 
Video Metrix survey, 
180 million U.S. 
Internet users 
watched videos 
online. Each 
viewer also 
viewed the on- 
line content for an 
average of 18.5 hours in a 
30 day period. 

Juniper Research reports that 
smartphones with a 
touchscreen-only 
interface will 
ship to the tune 
of 700 million 
units in 201 6, 
accounting for 
nearly three out 
of every four smart- 
phones. In 2010, just over half 
of all smartphones were touch- 
screen-only. 

The Pew Internet Project found 
that 65% of adult Internet users 
currently visit one 
or more social 
networking 
Web sites. 
Last year, that 
number was 
61%. Although 
younger users 
have remained consis- 
tent, 32% of those aged 50 to 
64 now log on to social net- 
working sites compared to just 
20% last year. 
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Shopping Advantages 

Online & In-Store Inventory 

The great thing about a brick-and-mortar store is the fact that you can check out (and often try 
out) consumer electronics devices in person before you buy. But a brick-and-mortar store with an 
online presence — bricks and clicks, if you will — is even better. Here's why. 



Inventory Plus 

A store's Web site may offer even 
more of a CE selection than its 
physical stores. In fact, some of the 
items sold online may not even be 
available in the company's brick and 
mortar locations. 

With a Web site as a virtual storefront, 
a retailer can give you more choices 
than its physical stores can hold. That 
means you'll be able to choose a CE 
device that better fits your needs be- 
cause you won't be limited to what's in 
stock at a nearby location. 



The Smart Way To Ship 

Some bricks and clicks vendors give 
you an intriguing option you won't find 
at any e-tailer's site. An arrangement 
such as Best Buy's Ship to Store lets 
you make a purchase online and have 
it delivered to a store or warehouse in 
your area. 

One major reason to use a service like 
this: At Best Buy, you won't have to 
pay shipping fees on any Ship to Store 
purchase. That's a pretty big deal when 
you're buying a bulky, heavy item such 
as an HDTV or an appliance. 



Inspect It Before 
You Accept It 

Another good reason to order 
something online and pick it 
up at a store: You can look 
the item over before you take 
it home. While you're there, 
you can ask a sales associate 
questions about your pur- 
chase, pick up accessories, 
and so on. Ship to Store like- 
wise avoids the problems of a 
package that's misdelivered, 
left out in the elements, or 
even stolen. 
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COVER STORY 



As Big As It Gets 

Sharp AQUOS 80-inch Class LED TV 



AQUOS 



80 

DIAGONAL 



1 » Think a 55" CLASS LCD TV is big? 

offers more than double the screen area! 




Earlier this year, Sharp 
(www.sharpusa.com) 
brought a 70-inch class 
LED TV to CE retailers. 
And now, just in time 
for the holidays, Sharp is 
going even bigger with 
its 80-inch class AQUOS 
LC-80LE632U LED TV. 



Sharp AQUOS 
LC-80LE632U 
80-inch class LED TV 
$4,999.99 

www.sharpusa.com 



Large Size, Great Features 

The Sharp AQUOS LC-80LE632U offers more than double the viewable screen area of a 55-inch class HDTV, delivering 
an immersive experience like no other. The combination of Sharp's proprietary Full HD 1080p X-Gen LCD Panel and the 
Full Array LED backlight system produces images that are bright, vivid, and uniform from corner-to-corner of the huge 
screen, while the Sharp 120Hz Fine Motion Enhanced technology makes fast-paced scenes, such as car chases and action 
sequences, move fluidly. 



A Smarter Way To Watch 

The Internet is chock full of entertaining content, and because the LC- 
80LE632U is a smart TV with built-in Wi-Fi capabilities, you can expand 
your entertainment options beyond traditional TV to include streaming 
movies from CinemaNow, Vudu, and Netflix, browsing updates on 
social networks, and more. A built-in media player also lets you enjoy 
music, video, and photo files when you plug a compatible device into 
one of the TV's two USB ports. And with remote support services in- 
cluded with the LC-80LE632U, you won't need to seek help beyond 
your living room. Over the Web, AQUOS Advantage Live SM connects 
you with advisors that can assist you with your TV's setup and settings. 
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A Sharp Match 

If you seek the most screen real estate available, 
Sharp is currently the only TV maker to offer 
70- and 80-inch LED TVs. Sharp also offers 
models that start in the 60-inch range for those 
who are looking for something a bit smaller. 
With a variety of advanced features and tech- 
nologies available on 60-, 70-, and 80-inch 
models, all of which can be found at different 
price points, it's likely that you can find a Sharp 
big screen to match your specific needs. 
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EXPLORE YOUR NEEDS 



HT Considerations 



While you can compare and contrast your options for a home-theater solution simply 
by looking at product tags, there are additional factors that will help you further pin- 
point which HDTV, audio setup, disc player, etc., fits your specific needs. To learn 
which products are your best options, review the questions below and discuss your 
answers with a sales associate. 



Audio 



HDTVs 



i 



6 



Are you shopping for a flat-panel HDTV to replace a standard tube TV? If so, the size 
of your new TV can be slightly larger. 43 

Which of the following best suits your environment? An HDTV that takes up floor 
space but offers screen sizes up to 80 inches, an ultra-thin HDTV, or an HDTV that 
can be viewed from a wide angle? These characteristics can narrow your choice 
between RPTV, LCD, LED-LCD, or plasma HDTVs. <JI> 

Does your home-theater room contain a lot of natural light, or is it completely 
dark? This important factor can also help you determine if you should get an 
RPTV, LCD, LED-LCD, or plasma HDTV. 

Do you plan on connecting HD components, such 
as a BD player or game console, to your HDTV? 
You might need a certain number of HDMI inputs. 

Are you going to use the HDTV to enjoy fast- 
action flicks, sports, or gaming? You'll need to 
make sure your new set has an adequate refresh 
rate for the best-looking on-screen images. 

Is social networking, retrieving Web or home 
network media, and accessing online ser- 
vices, such as Netflix, on the HDTV impor- 
tant to you? HDTV models offer different 
online features, so you'll need to find 
one that fits your needs. Also, consider if 
you want a TV that connects to the Web 
wired or wirelessly. 



Accessories 



i 




How big is your HT room? This 
will help you pick the right- 
sized audio solution, such as a 
soundbar; a 5.1- or 7.2-channel 
surround-sound system; or in- 
wall speakers. 

Would you prefer selecting an 
all-in-one audio solution or 
individual speakers and com- 
ponents, such as a disc player 
and AV receiver? If you want 
a simple solution, an all-in-one 
HTiB (home theater in a box) is 
probably the best route. 

Do you want to stream 
satellite radio, audio tracks 
saved on your network, 
Web stations, or online ser- 
vices, such as Napster and 
iTunes? An A/V receiver, In- 
ternet radio player, or other 
streaming audio device will 
need to be added to your 
HT setup. 

For a clean and modern look, 
do you want to avoid audio 
cables as much as possible? 
Select HTiBs have rear wire- 
less speakers, and whole- 
house wireless audio solutions 
are available. 



l 



Are optimal A/V results what 
you want to enjoy in your 
home theater? Be sure you 
have the best cables to send 
signals from one device to 
another. 



r\ No matter the home-theater device you 
^ choose, do you want to protect your new 
investment? A surge protector not only 
will prevent power spikes and surges 
from damaging your device, but it might 
also be able to deliver clean power. 



When you bring home your new 
HDTV, will your current TV furniture 
be outdated or too small? There are 
many options for a new HDTV, such 
as stands, wall mounts, and stands 
with built-in mounts. 
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Big TV Benefits 

More Features & A Better Picture 



With a high-end HDTV, you aren't just investing in a model with a bigger screen. You'll also benefit from im- 
proved picture quality and the latest features, including integrated Web access, 3D playback, and an array of 
inputs and outputs. Here's a look at the reasons why a premium HDTV is well worth your investment. 



Smart TV 

The ability of a smart TV to connect to the Internet allows 
you to stream online movies, music, and other Web-based 
multimedia to your entertainment center. A number of 
smart TVs can also access your favorite social networking 
Web sites, including Facebook, Twitter, and Flickr, so 
you'll no longer need to keep a notebook or smartphone 
handy to view friends' updates. 



Big Colorful Pictures 

An HDTV that's 50 inches or bigger will be clearly vis- 
ible from anywhere in the room, and high-end models 
provide you with improved contrast ratio and brightness to 
deliver colors that appear more realistic than what you'll 
see on lower-priced models. Top-of-the-line LED and LCD 
HDTVs also feature fast refresh rates, so fast action in your 
favorite movies and sporting events will appear smooth 
and lifelike. 



3D 

With 3D, you'll enjoy movies and TV in ways you've 
never seen before with an immersive third dimension that 
makes the action appear to come at you. New 3D BD 
movies and shows are coming out nearly every day, so 
there will be no shortage of movie options. Make sure to 
combine your 3D HDTV with a 3D-capable Blu-ray player 
and extra pairs of glasses for friends and family. 



Inputs & Outputs 

Less expensive models generally offer fewer HDMI inputs and 
other connection options. Spending more will typically get you 
an HDTV with at least four HDMI inputs located on the rear and 
side of the screen. This gives you convenient access to HDMI 
ports so you can connect camcorders, game consoles, and com- 
puters to view content with optimal video resolution and sound. 
You'll also enjoy input options for Composite, Component, and 
audio connectivity, which are handy for older A/V equipment. 
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HOME THEATER 



WemeShare™ 



Wireless Audio 
Simplified 

Sony Wireless HomeShare Technology 

Sony HomeShare technology (www.sony.com) makes it easy to create a wireless home audio 
setup where music is piped to the different HomeShare devices in your home. There's no 
complicated wiring or a complex control system because all the speakers are wireless and 
everything can be managed with a single remote or app on Sony's Tablet S Series. 



How HomeShare Helps 

HomeShare speakers use a Wi-Fi network to access and play your favorite media, 
such as music, photos, and videos, stored on network computers or the Sony Tablet 

S Series (1 6GB and 32GB models, $499 and $599, respectively). For simplified control of the system, the Sony Tablet S 
Series can be also used as an infrared remote because it has the necessary remote control codes for HomeShare speakers 
and devices. Additionally, you have the option to use Wi-Fi with the Tablet S Series' built-in Music Player app to take 
command. This lets you "throw" media that's saved on the tablet or your network to any network-enabled Sony device 
by pressing a Throw button and selecting a networked Sony device to send it to. As you browse your content options, you 
can also use the Sony Tablet to check your email or surf the Web at the same time. 

Audio sources on other HomeShare-compatible devices, such as Web-connected media players, and select Blu-ray Disc 
players and systems can also be played on the HomeShare system. And with the Party Streaming feature, you can send a 
song mix to all of your HomeShare speakers and compatible products in different areas of your home, making it ideal for 
home gatherings where you want to seamlessly control the music selection and volume in different rooms. 




HttH 


^ ^^ Sony Small HomeShare 




Sony Large HomeShare 


Ks9 


gfr |^ Network Speaker 




Network Speaker 


K»^ 


M m (SA-NS300) 




(SA-NS400) 


Em 


M ^k SKU: 2431189 




SKU: 2431198 




M M 8 % $199.99 




$299.99 


■£tS 


• Compact speaker that provides big sound 


• Primary speaker that provides 360 degrees of 


^Ks^l 


• Designed to be an entry-level or secondary 


sound to a room 


B3 


speaker for bigger rooms 


• Features four full-range drivers and subwoofer 


BSI 


• Remote included 


for dynamic sound 

• WPS compatibility lets you connect the 

speaker to a Wi-Fi network with a button push 
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HOME THEATER 



Make The 
Most Of 
Wireless 
Capabilities 



Wi-Fi-Enabled HT Devices 



There's a number of home-theater devices that use wireless 
technologies instead of cables. Rather than get into the technical 
aspects of Wi-Fi, IR (infrared), Bluetooth, and other wireless 
schemes, let's talk about the entertainment possibilities of cable- 
free connections. 




Go Online 

More and more HDTVs are coming with the 
ability to stream video from the Internet 
and content saved on your home network. 
Likewise, many BD (Blu-ray Disc) players 
and A/V receivers offer similar connec- 
tivity for Internet radio, Netflix, YouTube, 
and more. 

The common link? Many can use your 
Wi-Fi network to make that online connec- 
tion hassle-free. It's as easy as typing in your 
wireless passphrase, and you'll have no net- 
work cable to hide. 

Today, many surround-sound kits do a sort 
of voice-throwing act with a wireless sub- 
woofer and/or rear speakers. With no audio 
cables to run, wireless speakers make a 
multichannel sound system much easier to 
set up. Note that wireless components still 
require A/C or battery power, however. 



Click It 

Of course, the original wireless home-theater device was the remote 
control. Today, the "clicker" has been superseded by multi-function, uni- 
versal remotes that use IR (infrared) or Bluetooth wireless technologies. 

You can easily program one of these wireless wonders to control all of 
your home-theater components from a single gadget. That means you can 
invite a loved one to sit next to you instead of a pile of remotes for indi- 
vidual devices. 



Shhh 

Nighttime may not be the right time for turning up the volume in your 
home theater. But with wireless headphones, you can still enjoy movies 
and TV shows after other family members are in bed. 

IR, RF (radio frequency), and other types of wireless headphones free you 
to sit where you like, not just where a length of audio cord will let you. 
And it's much easier to succumb to Hollywood magic when you don't 
have to worry about pets and family members tripping over your head- 
phone cable. 
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HOME THEATER 



Streaming Setups 



Getting Video From A To B 



Streaming is the act of viewing video or listening to music as it reaches your device over a network or the 

Internet. A stream differs from a download because it leaves no copy of a movie or song on your note- 
book, HDTV, or other device after playback. This key fact encourages movie studios and record labels to 
trust streaming services with their content. It also means that you won't have to worry about your device's 
storage drive filling up with video. Here are a few examples of streaming setups you might be interested in. 




Streaming video to a smart HDTV. 

It's like having a TV tuner for the 
world. Many new HDTVs come 
with built-in Internet connectivity 
for accessing YouTube, Netflix, 
Hulu, and other online streaming 
sites via built-in widgets. Your 
TV may have a LAN port for use 
with your Ethernet or powerline 
home network, or it may even be 
able to connect to your Wi-Fi 
network natively or with an op- 
tional adapter. 



Streaming a movie from a ser- 
vice provider to a mobile device. 

Tablets, smartphones, and other 
portable devices make great en- 
tertainment platforms when you're 
out and about. Packing powerful 
audio and video capabilities, some 
mobile devices can even stream 
movies from a movie service, such 
as Netflix. Add a data plan subscrip- 
tion to your carrier's 3G/4G mobile 
broadband network, and you'll have 
a cable-free experience. 



Streaming personal content from 
your NAS to your HDTV. A NAS 

(network-attached storage) device 
gives you access to one or more 
hard drives on your wired or 
wireless network. Not only does 
this make a NAS a whole-house 
backup solution, but it also means 
you can use a media extender, a 
computer, or a game console to 
stream video, music, and photos 
saved on the storage device to an 
attached HDTV. 
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HOME THEATER 



Do You Really 
Have HD? 

Our Guide To HD Sources 




Even if you're watching a movie or TV show on an HDTV, that doesn't mean it's 
being displayed in HD quality because not all content is delivered in HD. Here, 
we'll explain what sources are available and what you'll need for HD programming. 



Cable & Satellite 

• Cable and satellite providers offer 
packages or service tiers, and to 
receive HD, you'll need to sign up 
for one that specifically lists HD 
channels. Even premium, digital, 
movie, or on-demand packages 
may not offer HD programming 
unless you add it. 

• To receive an HD signal, the 
cable or satellite provider will 
generally lease an HD set-top box 
or HD satellite receiver to you that 
connects to your HDTV and/or 
A/V receiver with an HDMI cable. 



Fiber Optic 

• Fiber optic TV services are only 
available in select areas and are 
delivered using a faster connec- 
tion than cable or satellite. The 
result is a service that provides 
HD signals with less audio and 
video compression, letting you 
enjoy improved sound and 
image detail over cable or sat- 
ellite. 

• Because fiber optic cables can also 
carry Internet signals, you may be 
able to access Web features, such 
as social networks and streaming 
video, on your HDTV. 



Blu-ray Discs 

• BD (Blu-ray Disc) movies are 
encoded in HD quality, while 
DVDs are limited to standard- 
definition quality. 

• To watch a BD movie or TV show 
on your HDTV, you'll need a BD 
player. 



Over The Air 

• Nearly all local TV stations broad- 
cast some programs in HD using 
an over-the-air signal that you can 
receive using an antenna. 

• With a digital over-the-air signal, 
the video may drop out if your an- 
tenna's signal strength isn't strong 
enough. To fix the issue, you may 
need to invest in an HDTV an- 
tenna. 






Cables 

• Your devices will typically feature 
both HDMI and Component out- 
puts to connect a set-top box, HD 
satellite receiver, or BD player to 
your other home-theater devices. 

• The HDMI connection is supe- 
rior to Component, because it 
provides an uncompressed, high- 
quality HD signal to your devices 
whereas Component is an analog 
format that can degrade the HD 
signal. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Blu-ray Disc Players 



QWhat are the benefits of a Blu-ray Disc (BD) player 
over a DVD player? 

/BD players give you much more than full HD video. 
They also support high-end audio formats. And many 
BD players have Internet capabilities, so you can enhance 
your entertainment experience with online and BD-Live 
special features. 



QHow are BD players different from upconverting 
DVD players? 

Upconverting DVD players can upscale standard- 
definition video resolution so that it's near HD quality, 
however, BD players are compatible with Blu-ray Discs, 
which offer the highest video quality possible of any disc- 
based media. 



Q, 



Can a BD player upscale DVD video? 

/Yes, and BD players can upconvert DVDs to near HD 
quality. And most BD players can play CDs as well as 
recorded media, such as DVD-R or CD-R. 



Q Aside from standalone BD players, are there systems 
or devices that include BD players? 

/BD players are often included with an HTiB (home 
theater in a box), which is an all-in-one audio solution 
for your home theater. Some game consoles and computers 
offer built-in BD drives, as well. 



QWhat are the benefits of an Internet-connected 
BD player? 

With a Web-enabled BD player, you can stream 
movies and music from online services and access 
Web-only features on BDs that have BD-LIVE. Also, having 
a connected player lets you download the latest firmware 
updates for your device, ensuring it remains compatible 
with future BD technologies and features. 



Q 



How does a BD player connect to the Internet? 

Most BD players have Ethernet ports that can be con- 
nected to a home network with an Ethernet cable. 
Some players also have built-in Wi-Fi capabilities, so they 
can connect wirelessly to your home network. 



QWhat is the best audio and video cable for a 
BD player? 

To enjoy audio and video with the absolute best qual- 
ity, you only need an HDMI cable. Although players 
offer other cable outputs, such as Composite and stereo au- 
dio, they won't provide HD-quality video and digital audio. 



Q, 



What do I need to watch 3D Blu-ray Disc movies? 

To watch 3D BD movies, you'll need a 3D-capable 
BD player, a 3D HDTV, and a pair of 3D glasses for 
each viewer. 
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Yes # You Need 
To Calibrate 

Get Optimal HDTV Video Results 



Why A Professional Calibration? 

• Calibration specialists are ISF (Imaging Science Foundation-certified, which means they are trained to use highly special- 
ized and expensive equipment to calibrate HDTVs correctly. 

• A calibration DVD might be a tempting alternative, but it won't let you adjust all of your HDTVs settings. An ISF-certified 
professional can access advanced service menus to calibrate your TV correctly. These settings aren't meant to be experi- 
mented with, so if you poke around and gain access to your TV's service menu, it's best to leave it alone. Many people 
have rendered their TVs useless because they didn't heed this warning. 



Your Video May Not Be 
All That It Seems 

• Most TVs are shipped with a set stan- 
dard video mode meant for an elec- 
tronics store display — this means 
that the TV's settings are adjusted to 
show the best picture in a bright, 
fluorescent-lit environment. Because 
it's unlikely your lighting at home 
matches the store's surroundings, 
you should have your TV profes- 
sionally calibrated by a specialist to 
accommodate your home's unique 
lighting environment. 

• An HDTVs viewing angle and your 
home-theater setup also affect how 
your HDTV should be calibrated. 
An ISF-certified professional takes 
these factors into account when 
making adjustments. 

• Although you can expect to budget 
1 to 1 5% of the purchase price of 
your television for a professional cali- 
bration, consider it an entertainment 
investment that will pay dividends for 
years to come. 




What You Can Expect 

• A calibration session includes two inputs on the set, so no matter which you 
use, you will get the best image clarity and sharpness your HDTV can provide. 

• A professional will use color analyzer equipment to objectively tune color 
saturation and temperature as precisely as possible, letting you see video ex- 
actly the same way it looked when it was created. 

• Your HDTVs contrast will be set up to provide greater video detail as well as 
the darkest blacks and brightest whites. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 




LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. 
CCFLs (cold cathode fluo- 
rescent lamps) are the most 
common, but LEDs are the 
latest backlight technology to 
hit the LCD scene. (See the 
"LED" section for more info 
on LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisions. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or 
off, they show up as either 
a pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 



LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use 
one of two LED backlight 
technologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen 
in a grid pattern, letting 
the TV dim certain LEDs 
for the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is 
directed toward the 
center of the screen. 
Edge-lit models cost less 
than full-array sets and 
are a lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harmful 
mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known 
for their deep blacks, crisp 
whites, and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology. 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll 
see some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to 

large screen sizes — typically 42 

inches or greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (typically 60 inches 
and larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 1 6 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to mount 
on a wall. 



FirstGlimpse 



• RPTVs require lamp replacements 
every few years. 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a 
cinematic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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HOME THEATER 



Should You Get An LCD Or LED-LCD TV? 



So, you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. LCDs use different kinds of lights to project an 
image onto the screen. A traditional LCD uses CCFLs or EEFLs whereas new LED-LCDs use LEDs. Here's a look at what sets apart a few of the 
latest LCD and LED-LCD TVs. 



Light 
projection 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 
& Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 



What It Means 





Samsung 
LN46D630 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 2122306 



How images 
are projected 
on-screen; type 
of backlight an 
LED-LCD uses 

CCFL 



Toshiba 
55G310U 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 2363655 



CCFL 



The diago- 
nal measure- 
ment of the 
TV's screen 



46 inches 



55 inches 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 

weighs 



26.5x43.9x3.2 
inches; 41 .2 
pounds 



A fixed TV 
resolution; 
images are 
best dis- 
played in this 

1 



33.49x52. 8x 
4.09 inches; 
66.8 pounds 



The angle at 
which the 
viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 

N/A 



1080p 



N/A 



Inputs let you 
connect devices; 
Outputs transfer 
information to 
peripherals 

4 HDMI, 2 Com- 
ponent, 2 Com- 
posite, 1 PC, 2 USB; 
1 audio out 



3 HDMI, 1 Com- 
ponent, 1 PC, 1 

USB; N/A 



Speed at 
which a 
screen is re- 
drawn every 
second 

120Hz 



120Hz 




Westinghouse 
LD-4655VX 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 1997794 



LED (edge-lit) 



46 inches 26.9x43.2x 

2.14 inches; 
35.3 pounds 



1080p 



176 



2 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 2 PC; 2 
audio outs 



120Hz 



* 



Sharp AQUOS 
LC-80LE632U 

MSRP: $4,999.99* 

SKU N/A 



LED (edge-lit) 



40** 



80 inches 33x54.45x2.84 1080p 

inches; 65.7 
pounds 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 PC, 2 
USB; 2 audio outs 



120Hz 




RCA 
LED42A55R120Q 

MSRP: $679.99* 
SKU 2877143 



LED (edge-lit) 



42 inches 



26.9x39.9x 
2 inches; 34.5 
pounds 



4 HDMI, 1 Com- 
ponent, 1 Com- 
posite, 1 PC; N/A 



120Hz 



Q 

o 




LG 55LW6500 

MSRP: $2,699* 
SKU 2355204 



LED (edge-lit 
[LED Plus]) 



55 inches 30.9x51. 12x 

1 .25 inches; 
48.5 pounds 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 2 Com- 
ponent, 1 PC, 2 
USB; 1 digital 
audio out 



240Hz 



Sony KDL60NX720 

MSRP: $3,499.99* 
SKU 2371038 



LED (edge-lit) 



60 inches 



31.75x50.5x 
1.12 inches; 
50.9 pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



4 HDMI, 1 
Component, 2 
Composite, 2 USB, 
1 PC; 1 digital audio 
out, 1 audio out 



120Hz 




Elite PRO-60X5FD 

MSRP: $5,499* 
SKU 3143429 



LED (full-array) 



I inches 



33.5x55.12x3 
inches; 66.1 
pounds 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



4 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 2 USB, 1 
PC; 1 digital audio out 



240Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 
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HOME THEATER 



Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 



If you're planning to buy a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to this 
chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 



What It Means 




Insignia 
NS-42P650A11 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9748831 



The diag- Height x width 

onal mea- x depth; How 

surement much the TV 

of the TV's weighs 
screen 



42 inches 



24.9x40.6x2.1 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 

72 Op 



The maximum Inputs let you 

angle at which connect your 

the viewer can components 

see the screen to your TV 
clearly 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 

2 Component, 

1 Composite 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 

2 audio 



Speed at 
which a 
screen is re- 
drawn every 
second 

600Hz 




Insignia 
NS-50P650A11 

MSRP: $697.99* 
SKU 9745916 



50 inches 



31.3x47.4x2.8 
inches; 50.7 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 

2 Component, 

1 Composite 



2 audio 



600Hz 



Panasonic VIERA 
TC-P46X3 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 2125242 



46 inches 27.7x44.4x3.7 720p 
inches; 58.5 
pounds 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 

1 Component, 

1 Composite, 

2 USB, 

1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 



Samsung 
PN51D450A2 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 2135081 



51 inches 



27.9x46.9x2.3 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN51D490A1 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 2135072 



51 inches 



27.9x46.9x2.3 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Panasonic VIERA 
TC-P55ST30 

MSRP: $1,799.99* 
SKU 2201056 



55 inches 



32x52.2x2.8 
inches; 72.8 
pounds 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 

1 Component, 

1 Composite, 

2 USB, 

1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 




LG 50PZ950 

MSRP: $1,899.99* 
SKU 2355222 



50 inches 



28.3x46.7x2 
inches; 62.2 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
2 Composite, 
2 USB, 1 PC, 
1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN59D6500D 

MSRP: $2,199.99* 
SKU 2254075 



59 inches 32.6x54.3x1.5 1080p 
inches; 67.5 
pounds 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB, 1 PC, 
1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 



FirstGlimpse 



20 October 2011 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



HOME THEATER 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




WALL MOUNTS & 
BRACKETS 

View your HDTV from the 
best possible angle 
• Adjust your TV's position 
by tilting it up or down 
as needed 

Maximize space in your 
viewing room by hanging 
up your TV 




CLEANING KIT 



Protect your HDTV's 
screen by using specially 
formulated sprays and 
cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminate the danger of 
scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent 
damage to other home- 
theater equipment 




CORD-CONCEALMENT 
KIT 

• Hide multiple cords while 
keeping them organized 
and minimize cord clutter 
Keep the focus on your 
new HDTV, not the cords 
connected to it 




TV STANDS 



Offer flexibility if you're un- 
able to mount your HDTV 
on the wall 

Available in a variety of fin- 
ishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for addi- 
tional home-theater equip- 
ment 




HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio and video sig- 
nals to and from your HDTV and its components 
• Eliminate interference from other components 
with shielding (found in higher-end cables) 



As you head toward the HDTV section of your local con- 
sumer electronics store, you'll invariably pass shelves filled 
with various HDTV accessories. There are a handful of ac- 
cessories that are vital to getting the most from your HDTV. 
The following is a rundown of the accessories we recom- 
mend to complete your home-theater setup. 





I 



UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
CONTROL 

• Simplify your home-theater 
setup with one remote that 
can control all of your 
components 

• Program different functions 
so that you will be able to 
watch a movie by pressing 
just one button, for example 
Easily view options in the 
dark with a backlit LCD 




SURGE PROTECTORS & 
POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater 
from potential damage 
by using a surge protector 
that will absorb electrical 
fluctuations 
• Filter out "dirty power" (also 
known as electrical "noise" 
or radio interference) that 
can degrade your home the- 
ater's audio and video with 
a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind know- 
ing that your home theater 
will give you its peak per- 
formance for the longest 
amount of time 




SURROUND-SOUND 
SYSTEM 

• Maximize your HDTV 
experience with theater- 
like audio 

• Feel like you're in the 
movie scene instead of 
just watching it 

Even out softer and louder 
programming with an 
equalizer 




HOME-THEATER 
SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty 
big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional 
handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer 
tackle the following tasks, and 
you'll be able to enjoy the full 
glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home 
Consultation 
TV Recycling 
TV Calibration 
TV Mounting & Cord 
Concealment 
Remote Control Pro- 
gramming 
• Speaker Setup 
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HDTV Glossary 



Balderdash! OK, HDTV jargon 
isn't quite that bad, but there 
are a few terms that every 
shopper needs to know. Here 
is your cheat sheet. 

aspect ratio — Put simply, it's the shape 
of the TV's screen. An HDTV has a 
wider picture than a traditional TV of 
the same vertical screen height. An 
HDTV has a 16:9 aspect ratio, meaning 
that if its screen were 16 inches wide, 
it would be 9 inches tall. A regular 4:3 
TV screen would be 12 inches wide at 
the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) — A type of cable connec- 
tion that carries both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed multichannel 
audio between HDTVs, home-theater 
receivers, and the other components re- 
quired for your home-theater setup. 
HDMI cables maintain top picture and 
sound quality. 

HD tuner — A built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
You won't need one if you have cable 
or satellite service. Most HDTVs include 
one, but separate HD tuners and an- 
tennas are available if your TV doesn't 
have one. 



interlaced — When an HDTV displays 
an interlaced image, as in 1080i or 
480i resolutions, it really shows you 
every other horizontal line of a frame 
of video (called a field) at a time. Sixty 
times a second, the TV displays the 
other field of the frame, or the lines 
not shown in the previous field. 
Interlaced video can appear to flicker 
or might cause moving objects on- 
screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — Like 
a notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV 
uses a fluid crystal substance to form 
pixels of color in front of a back- 
light. LCDs may not be able to match 
plasma TVs' deep black and gray 
areas, but they're lighter, sometimes 
less fragile, and considered easier to 
set up. These work better in brighter 
rooms or if you will be playing un- 
changing images on the screen for an 
extended period of time. 

plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube 
of gas for each pixel, and electricity 
makes each pixel glow. Plasmas 
create deeper blacks and some- 
times brighter colors than LCDs and 
have better contrast. These also offer 
slightly better viewing angles. How- 
ever, older or less expensive models 
can also suffer from permanent screen 



damage if an unchanging image, such 
as a TV channel's stock ticker or parts 
of certain video games, is displayed 
too long. 

progressive scan — A TV showing a 
progressively scanned image, as in 
1080p or 720p resolutions, displays a 
full frame of video (both odd-lined and 
even-lined fields) all at once. Progressive 
scan video looks sharper than interlaced 
does and doesn't flicker. 

projection — Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs 
or plasmas by using projection tech- 
nologies. These technologies vary, 
but all projection TVs throw light on 
a screen from the front or rear. This 
means they are bulkier than plasmas 
or LCDs, but some sets have stellar 
picture quality. 

viewing angle — No matter where you 
sit in front of an HDTV with a wide 
viewing angle, such as 170 degrees, its 
picture should look reasonably good. 
Test this before you buy. 

widescreen — A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an 
older 4:3 display. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



EXPLORE YOUR NEEDS 



Dl Considerations 



While it's tempting to choose a camera based on its color and size, there are many 
other factors you should investigate. To unveil your important digital imaging needs, 
answer the questions below. After that, you can discuss your findings with a sales as- 
sociate who can point you to your ideal solution. 

Cameras 



Camcorders 



i 



Which of the following best describes your camera usage: "I enjoy 
tinkering with multiple camera settings for creative shots/' or Td rather 
let a camera automatically choose optimal shot settings for me." This 
can narrow your choice between a D-SLR or compact system and a 
point-and-shoot camera. 

Are you interested in a camera with unique features, such as front- and rear- 
facing LCDs; a touchscreen LCD; 3D photos and video; a built-in projector; 
or a water-, shock-, dust-, or freeze-resistant body? Today's digicams have 
plenty of advanced features. 



When making photo prints, how large are you planning to go? Whether 
it's standard 4x6 prints or poster-sized prints, you'll need an appropriate 
megapixel rating to create good-looking prints up to a certain size. 



Do you want to capture photo perspectives that a point-and-shoot can't offer? 
A camera with swappable lenses gives you the flexibility to 
take up-close photos of subjects from afar, snap wide 
expanses, and focus on tiny objects. 



Is it important that your camera is compact and 
slim enough to slip into a pocket, or is size not an 
issue? Some point-and-shoot models are ultra 
small, whereas advanced point-and-shoots, 
D-SLRs, and compact system cameras have 
bigger bodies. 



How close do you want to be able to get to your 
photo subjects? You'll want enough optical zoom 
to match your photography needs. 



Accessories 



i 



Do you have the appropriate type 
and size of memory cards for a 
new camera or camcorder? Today's 
digital imaging devices require 
memory cards that are faster and 
larger than their predecessors. 



Rather than let your memories sit on a 
hard drive, would you like to be able 
to see them on a daily basis? Simply 
plug your memory card into a digital 
photo frame, and you have instant 
viewing access. 



l 




What do you want to record in HD 
video? Informal day-to-day events or 
special occasions, such as weddings? 
This might reveal if you're a better 
fit for a shoot-and-share or standard 
camcorder. 

Will you hold the camcorder to shoot 
video? Optical Image Stabilization can 
help offset video motion blur if you ac- 
cidentally shake the camcorder. 

Is it likely that you'll record in low-light 
settings, such as theater performances or 
evening baseball games? A model with 
low-light technology will help prevent 
video that's grainy in appearance. 

Do you have an active lifestyle? If so, 
a flash drive camcorder will be better 
equipped to handle life's bumps, and 
some shoot-and-share models are even 
waterproof. 

How close do you want to be able to 
get to your video subjects? You'll want 
enough optical zoom to match your 
videography needs. 

Which video offloading method do 
you prefer? Tape, DVD, memory 
card, or by connecting to your PC 
via cable or a built-in USB? This will 
help you find the camcorder record- 
ing format that best fits your lifestyle. 



Now that you've picked a new digicam 
or camcorder, do you want to keep it 
in great working order for as long as 
possible? With a well-constructed case, 
you can protect it from damage, such 
as lens and LCD scratches. 
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Samsung MultiView 



Shoot Any View From 
Any Angle 



Samsung MV800 

The new MV800 MultiView Compact Digital Camera 
from Samsung is a point-and-shoot with an innovative 
twist. Whether you're capturing memories or playing 
them back, the MV800 helps you explore new per- 
spectives and get in touch with your creative side. 



Tech Specs 

1 6.1 megapixels; 5X optical zoom 

26mm Schneider wide-angle lens 

Dual image stabilization 

3D photo support 

Smart Touch 3.0 interface 

720p/30fpsandH.264HD 
video recording 

HDMI output 

Up to 32GB microSDHC card support 
(card not included) 

Live Panorama stitched 
shot previewing 




Samsung MV800 Compact Digital Camera | MSRP: $279.99 | www.samsung.com/us 



Flip-Out Display 

The standout feature of the Samsung MV800 is its 3-inch LCD 
touchscreen. It flips outward and upward at the angle of your 
choice. Its top-hinged design makes it much easier to capture 
creative images from low vantage points. Flip the display all 
the way up, and it will face forward for easy composition when 
you're taking a shot of yourself for your social networking pro- 
file. There's even a Pose Guide, so when you're taking a picture 
of your BFF, she can match the posture shown on-screen for a 
professional-looking portrait. 

Later, when you feel like showing off your latest images in a 
custom slideshow, you can prop up the Samsung MV800 like an 
easel so that it stands on its own. 



A Touch Of Creativity 

Speaking of the Samsung MV800's touchscreen, you can 
"finger paint" your way to serious or silly pictures. In- 
camera photo-editing tools let you crop, erase blemishes, 
and even correct the perspective of angled shots. When it's 
time to have some fun, the Funny Face and Magic Frame 
features let you caricature someone's face or superimpose it 
onto another photo, all at the touch of your fingertips. 

When you're shooting HD video, the Zoom Noise 
Reduction feature keeps the sound of the lens mecha- 
nism out of your audio. And the Samsung MV800 
even lets you set your favorite photo as a background 
image behind its menus. 
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GPS-Enabled 
Cameras 

A Picture Worth A Thousand Miles 

When looking at your photos after a recent trip, you may find yourself trying to re- 
member whether you're looking at the place where you got that unforgettable coffee 
or the place that gave you food poisoning. With a GPS-enabled camera, you'd re- 
member exactly where you were when you 
took those photos. 




Forget Trying To Remember 

Because digital camera image files hold date information, it's easy to find out 
when a priceless moment happened. On the other hand, if you can't recall the 
location, you'll be out of luck unless you have a GPS (global positioning system)- 
enabled camera. Using the same technology that a car's GPS navigation system 
uses, a camera with GPS capabilities can record your current position whenever 
you take a photo or video. 



J I 



GPS-enabled cameras bundled with 
mapping software let you use a 
computer to plot photos on a map 
and draw lines between where they 
were taken. This is a fun way to 
relive your trip in chronological 
order. Better yet, some GPS-enabled 
cameras also let you share your maps 
with friends and family, so they'll 
know where to get that can't-miss 
scenic view. 



Sorting Simplified 

Rather than go through thousands of 
photos in search of a single memorable 
shot, with files that have embedded 
GPS data you can quickly sort and 
find the images you're looking for. 
For example, while you may not re- 
member how old your son was when 
you snapped a picture of him in front 
of Mount Rushmore, you can find the 
image file based on where it was taken 
as well as other photos you took during 
the same trip. 
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Corel PaintShop 

Pro X4 Ultimate Edition 

As Unlimited as Your Passion for Photography 
With 75 New Enhancements 

The Corel PaintShop Pro X4 Ultimate edition ($99.99; www.corel.com), gives you "D-SLR power at a point-and-shoot 
price." With PaintShop Pro, your creativity is limitless! 



Improve Your Images 

A picture is worth a thousand words, so here's an example of how 
PaintShop Pro X4's newfound skills can transform your good pics into great 
ones. Group photos are never perfect, which is why you take several shots. 
Now you can use X4's Photo Blend tool to combine the best parts of each 
into one optimum image. 

You can add a bit of fill lighting to bring out the detail in shadowed areas 
without affecting the rest. To de-emphasize the busy background, you can 
opt to use the new Selective Focus (tilt/shift, or depth-of-field) tool or apply 
a Vignette Effect faded border. 

Photo distractions, such as a random hanging decoration, can be removed 
with the Smart Carver feature. And if you really want to make the family 
happy, you can make them look thinner and tanner plus give their teeth a 
touch of whitening. 



Bonus Features In The 
Ultimate Bundle 

Nik Color Efex Pro 3.0 filters with 
more than 250 effects and styles 

One free photo book from Blurb (less 
tax and shipping) 

More than 200 Corel Picture Tubes 
(high-resolution clip art) 

21 royalty-free HD images of 
your choice from the Fotolia 
photo collection 

WinZip Pro 

More than $250 worth of extras 
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After 




New Developments 

The power invested in PaintShop Pro X4 
means more productivity for you. For 
instance, the software makes the most of 
your computer's graphics processor to ac- 
celerate the process of adding effects and 
supports dual monitors. Version X4 also 
uses less of your system's resources than 
previous versions, and it's quicker to install. 
Moreover, its workspace is more intuitive 
than ever to help you get things done. 

What's more, PaintShop Pro X4 sup- 
ports RAW files from more than 300 
digital camera models. Photos saved as 
compressed JPEG files can suffer from 
artifacts, but now you can snap photos 
in a file format that remains pristine and 
unblemished and edit them with com- 
patible software. 

Corel has built in more advanced features, 
too. You can specify your own HDR (high 
dynamic range) settings as presets in X4, 
for instance. You can also use Exposure 
Merge to combine multiple shots of a high- 
contrast scene, such as a sunset, that used 
different D-SLR exposure settings to create 
a single image that's perfectly exposed. 
PaintShop Pro also includes extended 1 6- 
bit support for tools such as mask layers. 



After 
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Meet The 
Compact 
System 
Camera 

A Smart Compromise 



Many point-and-shoot camera users develop a case of 
D-SLR envy. A D-SLR's picture quality and lens options 
are undeniably attractive, but there's an alternative: a 
compact system camera. 




Common Features 

A compact system camera is a medium-sized model that can 
accept detachable lenses such as telephoto, macro, and wide- 
angle ones. It may also include a larger image sensor, which 
can gather more light with sharper detail than can a smaller 
sensor typically found in a pocket-sized camera. 



Differences 

Compact system cameras are typically bigger than point- 
and-shoots so they can support their larger lenses. Perhaps 
the most functional difference, however, is the fact that 
compact systems (like most D-SLRs) have interchangeable 
lenses, whereas point-and-shoots generally don't. 

Speaking of D-SLRs, compact systems differ from these 
because they don't have a D-SLR's pivoting mirror mecha- 
nism. A compact system camera doesn't have this moving 
assembly, so its housing can be made smaller than a 
typical D-SLR's. 

Also, many D-SLRs require you to peer through their view- 
finders to compose a shot before you snap a picture. 



Benefits 

Compact system cameras provide most of the benefits of 
point-and-shoots: 

• Snap moments before they pass with quick and easy 
camera operation. 

• Frame perfect photos using an LCD preview as op- 
posed to a viewfinder. 

They also offer several features associated with D-SLRs: 

• Capture high-quality images with fine details and 
create large sized prints. Swap the type of lens you 
need to use for more shooting flexibility. 

• A wide-angle lens can fit more people into a shot, so 
it's best for situations such as capturing a portrait at a 
large family reunion. 

• A telephoto lens can capture distant sports action, so 
you don't need premium stadium seats to snap your 
favorite players. 

• A macro lens is suitable for showing off close-up de- 
tails, such as intricate scrollwork on an antique ring 
you put up for auction. 
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Megapixels & 
Camcorder Video 



Time To Shed The 
Megapixel Myth 




There's still a megapixel myth floating around. It's the idea that the more MP a dig- 
ital camcorder has, the better the pictures it takes. In reality, HD camcorder video 
can teach us a lot about how many megapixels we really need. 



The Definition Of High Definition 

Many of us have been wowed by the video detail of a 1 080p camcorder. But at 
the same time, few of us would buy a 2MP digital camera because we've been 
conditioned to think that we need more megapixels. 

Here's a little secret: A 1080p BD (Blu-ray Disc) has a 2.1 MP (1,920 x 1,080) 
picture, and it's good enough to be called "Full HD." And really, most of those 
Hollywood blockbusters that look so amazing on BD have an actual resolution 
smaller than 2MP because their cinematic widescreen aspect ratio has to be 
letterboxed on a typical HDTV. 



Still Image MP Ratings 

Digital camcorders can also take 
still images, just as digital still 
image cameras can also shoot 
video. Some HD camcorders, 
like digital cameras, have 10MP 
or higher image sensors, so they 
actually downscale their video to 
meet the minimum resolution that's 
needed to be Full HD: 1080. 

That said, less expensive HD cam- 
corders are built to shoot video at 
their native resolution. In other words, 
their image sensors have only one 
photoreceptor site for every pixel of 
video, namely 2.1 MP resolution for 
1 080 footage. Some of these cam- 
corders are marketed with 5MP or 
higher still photo resolutions because 
they can digitally upscale the images. 



Size Matters 

All else being equal, a camcorder 
with a physically larger image 
sensor — also called a CMOS (cople- 
mentary metal-oxide semiconductor) 
or CCD (charge-coupled device) — is 
likely to capture video of higher 
quality. More physical space allows 
the image sensor's photoreceptor 
sites to be bigger, so each can re- 
ceive more light. A quick way to 
narrow down your camcorder search 
to the models that probably have big 
image sensors is to focus on the ones 
with large-diameter lenses. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Image Sensors 



Q 



What is an image sensor? 

Also called an image sensing element, an image 
sensor is a silicon chip that converts light into elec- 
tricity, which is then converted into digital data. These 
sensors are used in digital cameras, camcorders, and mo- 
bile phones to create images. 



Q, 



How is that digital data used in a digital camera? 

/After light is converted to digital data, that data 
is processed within the camera into a digital im- 
age that's stored to internal memory or a removable 
memory card. 



QHow is an image sensor's ability to capture 
light measured? 

Image sensors capture light using picture elements, or 
pixels, of which there are millions in place on a sensor. 

Manufacturers generally tout a sensor's photo-capturing 

power in megapixels, or 1 million pixels. 



Q 



What is resolution? 



Resolution is the number of pixels an image con- 
tains. The higher the resolution, the more details are 
included and the larger quality prints are possible. Typi- 
cally, 8MP resolution can produce quality prints up to 8 x 
10 inches. 



Q 



What are CCD and CMOS image sensors? 

These are the two most common types of image sensors 
used in consumer electronics. CCD stands for charge-cou- 
pled device and CMOS stands for complementary metal-oxide 
semiconductor. Although both types convert light to electricity, 
each pixel in a CCD is devoted to only capturing light while 
CMOS' pixels may perform additional tasks. 



Q 



Which is better: CCD or CMOS? 



Prevailing opinion is neither offers huge advantages 
over the other. Traditionally, CCDs were thought to 
produce better quality but consume more power. CMOS is 
considered faster and cheaper to manufacture. 



QHow does an "effective" pixel count differ from an 
"actual" pixel count? 

Actual is how many pixels the sensor has, though not 
every pixel may be used. Effective is how many pixels 
are used to capture light. A sensor's effective count is usu- 
ally slightly less than its actual count. 



Q 



How can an image sensor's physical size influence 
image quality? 

Generally, the larger a sensor is, the more light and 
details it can capture. Thus, two cameras may tout the 

same resolution, but if all else holds equal, the camera with 

the larger sensor will provide better quality. 
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j're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare features 
select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 

Resolution; Shutter Memory Video Coolest 
Optical zoom speed card LCD size ISO resolution features 


What It Means 


More pixels create 
larger prints you 
can crop; Moves 
the lens closer to 
your subject 


A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 


Removable The LCD is A higher ISO 
card that the screen lets you take 
stores your on the better photos 
photos in your back of the in low-light 
camera camera settings 


The level of 
detail that's 
captured 
when you 
shoot video 


What sets 
this camera 
model apart 
from other 
cameras 




Canon PowerShot 1 1 1Mp « Y 1 ^mi nnn c;n/c;ni-ir/ ^ inrhec 




G 




ELPH310HS 

MSRP: $259.99* 




second 


SDXC 




100 to 3200 




lens; ultra-slim 
design; Movie 
Digest mode 






SKU 3301 753 




Samsung 
MV800 

MSRP: $279.99* 

SKU N/A ^^ 

43 


16.1MP;5X 

EST 


1 to 1/2,000 
second 


microSD 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
80 to 3200 


72 Op 


1 80-degree 
rotating touch- 
screen; 3D 
photo support; 
Pose Guide 








Casio 
EX-ZR100 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2715415 


12.1MP; 12.5X 


1 to 1/2,000 
second 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
100 to 3200 


1080p 


Slide panorama; 
prerecord CS; 
high-speed 
SR zoom; 
HDR-ART 


f 




m 


Fujifilm FinePix 
F500EXR 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2634148 


16MP; 15X 


1/4 to 1/2,000 
second 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
100 to 12800 


1080p 


Back Side 
Illuminated EXR 
CMOS; motion 
panorama 360 




m 




Nikon Coolpix 
S8200 

MSRP: $329.95* 
SKU 3176493 


16.1 MP; 14X 


1 to 1/1,600 
second 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
100 to 3200 


1080p 


Advanced 
autofocus; smile 
timer; lens-shift 
VR image 
stabilization 


1 






Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-TX10 

MSRP: $329.99* 


16.2MP;4X 


1 to 1/1,600 
second 


Memory Stick 

Duo/SD/ 

SDHC/SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
125 to 3200 


1080i 


Certified waterproof; 
3D still image and 
Sweep Panorama; 
touchscreen 






bKU 3 125/ 19 


iSB 


Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-ZS10 

MSRP: $379.99* 
SKU 2507463 


14.1 MP; 16X 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
1 00 to 6400 


1080i 


GPS image 
tagging; touch- 
screen; ultra 
wide-angle lens 


mi 


I 


Olympus XZ-1 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 2424301 


10MP;4X 


60 to 1/2,000 
seconds 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


3 inches 


Auto; Manual: 
1 00 to 6400 


720p 


OLED monitor; ac- 
cessory port for mic, 
viewfinder, and light 
add-ons; advanced 
manual controls 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ October 2011 31 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



D 

h- 0) 

° E 



E 
O a> 

1 > 



Which Interchangeable Lens 
Camera Is Best For You? 

D-SLR prices keep coming down and more compact system cameras are becoming available, so photographers are turning to them, 
both as a first camera and as a trade-up to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and perfor- 
mance specs of select interchangeable lens cameras. 




Resolution 



LCD size 



ISO range 



What It Means 



Panasonic 
Lumix GF2 

MSRP: $599.95* 
SKU 21 76035 



Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 



12.1MP 



Diagonal 
measurement of 
the screen on 
the back of 
the camera 

3 inches 



A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 

1 00 to 6400 



Kit lens 



Burst speed 



Shutter speed 



Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 



14-42mm 



Frames per The wider the range, 

second (fps) the greater the gamut 

you can shoot of long exposures to 

while in burst frozen action 
mode 



3.2fps 



60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



Gp 



Sony NEX-3 
MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 1034438 



14.2MP 



3 inches 



200 to 12800 18-55mm 



7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 
Rebel T2i 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9778635 



18MP 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



18-55mm 



3.7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



Sony Alpha A580 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 2389298 



16.2MP 



3 inches 



100 to 12800 



N/A (body only) 7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



</> 
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Nikon D90 

MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 9856675 



12.3MP 



3 inches 



200 to 3200 



N/A (body only) 



4.5fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Nikon D51 00 

MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 1989073 



16.2MP 



3 inches 



100 to 6400 



18-55mm 



4fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 1 8MP 

Rebel T3i 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 1980124 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



18-55mm 



3.7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



PentaxK-5 16.3 MP 

MSRP: $1,349.95* 
SKU 3035043 



3 inches 



80 to 51200 



18-55mm 



7fps 



30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which HD Camcorder Is Best For You? 



HD camcorders are available with hard drive or flash drive recording formats. No matter which you choose, you'll capture memories 
with vivid color and true-to-life detail. To find the model that best fits your needs, consider the differences between the selections below. 





> 



D 



LCD size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Image 
sensor size 



Memory card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Coolest 
features 



What It Means 



Diagonal Two methods Sensors convert Compatible The number of What sets this 

length of for magnifying light into elec- flash card megapixels camcorder model 

viewing depth of field; trical signals; types (cards the camcorder apart from other 

screen optical zoom bigger is better not included can capture in camcorders 

is better for image quality unless noted) still images 



-.^^ 


Samsung HMX-Q10 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2022343 


2.7 inches 


10X;20X 


1/4 inch 


SD/SDHC 


4.9MP 


Easy one-touch 
operation eliminates 
the learning curve 


%\jBB 


«* 


Samsung 
HMX-H300 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 2052403 


3 inches 


30X; 300X 


1/4 inch 


SD/SDHC 


4.9MP 


The OIS Duo feature 
offers reliable digital 
image stabilization 


<asa 


Sony 
HDR-CX130 

MSRP: $449.99* 
SKU2155181 


3 inches 


30X; 350X 


1/4 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/Memory 
Stick PRO Duo 


3.3MP 


Superior low-light 
performance via 
an Exmor R CMOS 
sensor 




Canon VIXIA 
HFR21 

MSRP: $499.99* 
- SKU 208831 7 


3 inches 


20X; 400X 


1/4.85 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


2.41MP 


3-inch touchscreen 
control allows for 
easy navigation 


J&1 | 


Panasonic 
HDC-TM90K 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 2051 186 


3 inches 


2 IX; 60X 


1/4.1 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


5MP 


28mm wide-angle 
shooting fits more 
into your recording 


4h 


Sony Handycam 
HDR-PJ10 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 2155084 


3 inches 


30X; 350X 


1/4 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/Memory 
Stick PRO Duo 


3.3MP 


Built-in high-contrast 
projector lets you 
share your video any- 
time and anywhere 


tifti 


Canon VIXIA 
HFM41 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 2088565 


3 inches 


10X;200X 


1/3 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 


2.07MP 


Features Canon's 
own dynamic 
SuperRange optical 
image stabilization 


+m 


Sony 
HDR-CX560V 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 2154085 


3 inches 


10X; 120X 


1/2.88 inch 


SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/Memory 
Stick PRO Duo 


12.3MP 


Full 1,920x1,080 
HD recording with 
superior still image 
capture abilities 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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NOTEWORTHY. 



Accessories 
& Services 




UV FILTER 



• Protects digital camcorder 
and D-SLR lenses from 
dust, dirt, fingerprints, 
and scratches 
Helps you get clearer, 
more detailed results 
when you're shooting in 
bright conditions 




Keep spare memory cards 
on hand so you can snap 
away without having to 
worry about running out 
of storage space 

• Consider having several 
memory cards with smaller 
capacities instead of one 
card with a larger capacity; 
that way, if something goes 
wrong with one card, you'll 
still have a backup 

• For your digital camcorder, 
keep more recording media 
in your bag than you think 
you'll need, just in case 




ADDITIONAL LENSES & 
CONVERTER LENSES 

• Extra lenses for D-SLRs and 
converter lenses for digital 
camcorders can enhance 
your results by extending 
your field of view, reducing 
glare, adding 3D, and more 
Telephoto lenses enable 
you to zoom in from far 
away, wide-angle lenses 
give you the ability to get 
a full view even if you're 
close to the subject, and 
macro lenses will let you 
achieve up-close, detailed 
shots of your photo subject 




Light up your subjects from 
greater distances 
Offers better control of 
lighting conditions when 
taking photos by directing 
the angle of the flash 



J I 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue to fall as their 
video and picture quality improves, which is especially good news 
for first-time buyers or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new 
camcorder or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have accessories you should 
consider buying to get the most out of your digital imaging device. 





SPARE BATTERIES 

& CHARGERS 

Make sure you're never 
caught without the power 
needed to capture the per- 
fect moment 
• Whether your camera uses 
proprietary batteries or 
AAs, keep at least one fully 
charged spare or set in 
your camera bag 
An additional battery 
charger will give you the 
flexibility to power up your 
camera batteries anywhere 
you're headed, even if 
you're traveling 





Tripods are an easy way to 
ensure steady video footage 
Pan while recording video 
in one smooth motion 
Use a tripod and your cam- 
era's timer to get a picture 
of the entire group without 
needing someone to man 
the camera 

Keeps your camera steady 
while you're shooting close- 
up or distance shots, which 
can prevent photo blurring 



REMOTE SWITCH 

A longer cable lets you 
snap photos without 
having to touch the 
camera, which can also 
reduce camera shake 
• May enable the user to 
lock the shutter for longer 
exposure times 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 
SERVICES 

Once you've set your sights 
on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking 
advantage of the digital 
imaging services offered by 
your local CE retailer. Not 
only can you protect your 
investment, but you can also 
discover photography and 
videography skills that will 
make your photos and videos 
picture-perfect. 

• D-SLR or Camcorder 
Service Plan 

• D-SLR Training Course 

• Camcorder Training 
Course 
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Digital Imaging Glossary 



Wondering what all of that 
lingo on camera boxes 
means? Use this glossary 
to help decode the world 
of digital imaging. 

aperture — An iris-like diaphragm opening 
that can expand and contract the lens to let 
you control the amount of light that passes 
through it, thus affecting the exposure. The 
term "f-stop" can be used interchangeably 
with aperture. 

burst mode — A camera mode that will let 
you capture several shots consecutively after 
pressing the shutter only one time. 

CCD — A charge-coupled device is a type 
of image-sensing component. It converts 
light into energy that can be stored as 
digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digi- 
tally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 



ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO setting 
measures the sensitivity to light (similar to 
how it does with film). Digital camera ISO 
settings, such as 200, 400, and up, should 
capture photos as if one were using film 
with such a speed. Lower ISO settings mean 
you need more light and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the camera 
that lets you see a live-action view of your 
subject or your photo after you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light to- 
ward the image sensor. In a digital camera, 
the lens likely has both an optical and 
digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million pix- 
els. The higher the megapixel count, the 
higher the resolution and the more you can 
crop, which means you can create larger 
prints with better quality. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they need 
flash memory cards to store more than a 
dozen or so images. The type of memory 
card you need depends on the make and 
model of your camera. Some of the most 
popular memory cards are Secure Digital, 
MultiMedia Card, Compact Flash, and Sony 
Memory Sticks. In general, memory cards 
are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations among 
pixels that lead to (usually) minor distortions 
of color in a photo. 



optical zoom — The camera's mechanical 
ability to move the lens physically closer to 
your subject. With optical zoom, the higher 
the number (such as 5X or 10X), the better. 
When choosing a camera, always consider 
the optical zoom, not the digital zoom. 
Digital zoom artificially adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in an 
image. The higher the resolution, the more 
detail and quality in a photo. Resolution 
is measured in a proportion (such as 2,272 
x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through the 
lens. You can usually control the camera's 
shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a cam- 
era's shutter is open to let light through 
the lens and hit the sensor, which records 
the image. This is expressed in fractions of 
a second: For instance, a shutter speed of 
1/250 means that the shutter is open for 
1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the cam- 
era that the user looks through to frame a 
shot. Some digital cameras don't have a 
viewfinder and only use a camera's LCD to 
frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a certain 
environment are pure, leading to more life- 
like colors. White balance can usually be 
manually adjusted, too. 
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COVER STORY 



Full HD Movies 
To Your PC 

On The Go Or At Home 
With Intel Insider 

"Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows/' "Rio/ 7 "X-Men: 
First Class." Some movies you simply have to see in Full 
HD. Now, thanks to Intel Insider technology (www.intel 
.com) and Best Buy's CinemaNow (www.cinemanow 
.com), you can download hot content like this to your 
laptop in 1 080p for the first time. 




Laptops With 

Intel Insider & More* 


Intel Core Intel 
Processor Wi-Di 2.1 


Asus U56E-BBL6 


i5 


• 


Asus U46E-BAL6 


\7 


• 


Dell I14RN-1364PBL 


i3 




Dell I15RN-5882DBK 


i5 




Dell I17RN-3530DBK 


i5 




HPdm4-2165dx 


i3 


• 


HP dv7-6b55dx 


i5 


• 


Lenovo V570- 066AJU 


i5 


• 


Samsung NP300E5A-A01UB 


i3 


• 


Samsung QX411-W01 


i5 


• 


Sony VPCEH25FM 


i3 


• 


Sony VPCEG27FM 


i5 


• 


Toshiba L745-S4302 


i3 




Toshiba P755-S5320 


i5 


• 


Toshiba P745-S4320 


i5 


• 


Toshiba P775-S7320 


i7 


• 


*Check with an associate to see which models are currently available. 




A Core Feature 



Intel Insider is a bonus baked into the company's popular Intel 2nd 
generation Core i3, i5, and \7 processors. Put simply, it secures the 
connection between your laptop and an HD movie service such as 
CinemaNow, making it as trustworthy as the cable between your Blu-ray 
Disc player and your HDTV. 



Big Screen Support 

A high-clef blockbuster may look fine on your notebook's screen when 
you're away from home, but it'll really come to life on your HDTV. That's 
why some Intel 2nd Gen Core processor-based laptops support the new 
Intel Wireless Display 2.1 technology. Using Wi-Di, your notebook can 
wirelessly transmit your HD movie rental or purchase to your big screen. Of 
course, Intel Insider also supports HDMI for those times when it's more con- 
venient to use a cable connection. 



What You Need 

Besides Intel 2nd Gen Core processors, Intel Insider laptops come with 
Intel HD Graphics. Together, these technologies support 1080p play- 
back on your notebook screen or HDTV (via HDMI or WiDi). 



D Q BEST BUY ~ Best Buy's CinemaNow is the first movie download service to supply 1 080p Full HD 

n©nn3lMOW P rem i um content to laptops, thanks to the security of Intel Insider technology. The dig- 
ital entertainment service sells new release movies along with popular and critically ac- 
claimed TV shows. If you'd rather rent a movie, you'll have up to 24 hours to start watching it. Once you do, you'll be able to view it 
as many times as you like in the that 24-hour period. 
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Intel 2nd Gen 
Core Processors 

Make All Your Computing 
Dreams A Reality 

If a new computer is on tap to complete audio and video, gaming, home theater, 
business, and other needs, consider the unique features and benefits of the 2nd gen- 
eration Intel Core processors (www.intel.com). 



Built-in Visuals 

With a 2nd Generation Intel Core processor, any user can experience stunning 
and seamless visuals thanks to advanced built-in visual technologies. 

Intel HD Graphics has built-in performance for mainstream gaming and pro- 
vides stunning graphics. 

Intel Quick Sync Technology's hardware acceleration significantly reduces the 
time it takes to edit, burn, and share your video creations. 

Intel Clear Video HD Technology delivers lifelike audio and video and even 
extends battery life when you're enjoying 3D and HD playback. 

Intel Insider makes secure browsing, renting, and purchasing of full 1080p HD- 
quality movies from CinemaNow available to owners of 2nd Gen Intel Core 
processor-enabled PCs and laptops. 
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There's An Intel 
Processor For Everyone 



C0REJ3 



Intel Core i3. 

Great for run- 
ning multiple 
programs at 
once, the Core 
i3 processor 

delivers superb battery life and 
reduces energy consumption. 
Users who multitask will appre- 
ciate how well the Core i3 man- 
ages basic computing tasks with 
4-way processing. 



C0RE15 



Intel Core i5. 

Anyone in 
need of a high 
performance 
processor that 
will handle 

numerous applications simultane- 
ously can count on the 4-way 
processing and Turbo Boost tech- 
nology the Core \5 has to offer. So 
if, for example, your teenager is 
the media creator in the family or 
a casual or moderate gamer, the 
Core i5 is perfect for her. 

Intel Core i7. 

The Core 
\7 is ideal 
for projects 
that require 
high-perfor- 
mance graphics and intensive 
multitasking. Thanks to 8-way 
processing and Turbo Boost 
technology, the Core \7 can 
easily handle the heavy workload 
of a small business owner, video 
editor, or even the performance 
demands of a hardcore gamer. 
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PC Theft Defense 




intel) 




ANTI-THEFT 

TECHNOLOGY 



Powered by Intel Anti-Theft Technology 
and built into select 2nd Generation Intel 
Core processors, PC Theft Defense Service 
lets you shut down a stolen or lost laptop 
and render it useless to thieves. You can 
breathe easy knowing your mobile assets 
are always protected. If your laptop is lost 
or stolen, you can deliver a "poison pill" 
that will turn the laptop into an inoper- 
able brick, so no can access the sensitive 
data on your machine. And when you get 
the laptop back, restoring it is as simple as 
using a password or single-use token. Select 
Blue Label laptops from Best Buy (www 
.bestbuy.com) include three years of PC 
Theft Defense Service at no extra charge. 



O Intel AppUp center 




With Intel's AppUp center (www.bestbuy.com/ 
appup), PC and netbook owners will find scores 
of apps that were built to take advantage of the 
advanced capabilities of their netbook's Intel Atom 
processor. Just like a smartphone app store, the 
Intel AppUp center gives you a place to search for 
and download apps to customize a netbook, laptop, 
or desktop PC to match your needs. You can search 
for apps or browse by categories, including Staff 
Picks, What's Hot, and New Releases. You can try 
apps for 24 hours before committing to a purchase. 
From one of today's most popular smartphone 
apps, Angry Birds, to classics such as Pac-Man, the 
Intel AppUp center has you covered. 



Share Content From A 
Laptop On An HDTV 

Intel Wireless Display, also known as WiDi, 
is a technology built into the 2nd Generation 
Intel Core Processors. WiDi ingeniously en- 
ables notebook users to display what they see 
on the notebook screen on their HDTV with 
tremendous clarity and amazing sound. Sharing content from 
the notebook to HDTV is as easy as using the Netgear Push2TV 
adapter and pressing a button, so friends and family can hear and 
see great content without having to crowd around the laptop. 
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Intel 4G WiMAX 

Built-in Connectivity 



To remain connected to the 
Web all around town, you 
need Intel's high-speed 4G 
WiMAX wireless mobile 
broadband. You can find the 
technology embedded in a 
variety of laptops — in fact, 
nearly every Intel Core-based 
laptop available at Best Buy 
has 4G WiMAX built in. 




Connect With Speed, to get your 4G 

WiMAX laptop connected, you'll need a service pro- 
vider. Best Buy Connect offers 4G mobile broadband 
plans to fit a variety of needs, and some of those 
plans offer cost savings. For instance, if you purchase 
a 4G-enabled laptop and a two-year service agreement at Best Buy, you'll 
receive $1 50 off the laptop. And those who aren't sure if 4G WiMAX is right 
for their needs can take the mobile broadband service for a test drive by using 
Best Buy Connects free 1 00MB monthly no-contract plan. 

In addition to these offers, when you commit to a two-year Best Buy 
connect plan your $35 activation fee will be waived. Best Buy Reward 
Zone members can also earn points for monthly service fees and save 
an extra 5% when they make payments using a Reward Zone Credit 
Card or Reward Zone Master Card. 





Intel 2nd Generation Core 
Processor Notebooks* 




Intel 
4G Wireless 
WiMAX Display 




Asus G74SX-BBK8 


• 






Asus U46E-BAL6 


• 


• 




Asus U56E-BBL6 


• 


• 




Dell I15RN-5882DBK 


• 






Dell I17RN-3530DBK 


• 






HPdm4-2165dx 




• 


HPdv7-6b55dx 


• 


• 


LenovoV570-066AJU 
Samsung NP300E5A-A01 UB 


• 


• 




• 


Samsung NP700Z5B-W01 UB 


• 


• 


Samsung QX411-W01 
Sony VPCEG27FM 


• 


• 


• 


• 


Sony VPCF236FM 


• 


• 


Sony VPCEH25FM 




• 


Toshiba P745-S4320 


• 


• 


Toshiba P755-S5320 




• 


Toshiba P775-S7320 

Check with an associate to see which 


• • 

models are currently available. 
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BEST BUY 



4G WiMAX Laptop Plans 



Allowance 



Monthly 
Service Fee 



Two-Yea r Service 
Plans Available 



Month-To-Month Service 
Plans Available 



Unlimited 


$45 


t/ Eligible for $1 50 laptop savings 


• 


1GB 


$25 


t/ Eligible for $150 laptop savings 


• 


250MB 


$10 




• 


100MB 


Free 




• 



Legal Disclaimer: (WiMAX 4G claim) Actual performance will vary depending on your service provider and other variables. WiMAX availability is limited; consult your service provider for de- 
tails and network limitations. Requires a WiMAX-enabled device and subscription to a WiMAX broadband service. May require purchase of additional software or hardware. See http://www 
.intel.com/go/wimax for more information. 
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Round Out Your 
Computing Foundation 

How A Tablet Enhances The PC Experience 




The tablet-PC relationship is similar to that of 
a motorcycle and car. A motorcycle is great 
for nice weather and road-trip driving, but not 
for snowstorms and commuting kids around. 
Similarly, a tablet can't match a PC's all-around 
prowess but is an excellent companion device, 
especially in the following areas. 



Accessible Storage 

Despite tablet-friendly cloud computing services available that store 
users' personal data remotely, some services place limits on free storage. 
Additionally, some users simply prefer storing data locally and transfer- 
ring portions to a tablet periodically for consumption, such as sharing 
contracts, acquisitions, and financial data with an attorney; or showing 
grandparents new baby photos. 



Always Connected 

For many occupations, it's imperative to have continual access to the 
Internet via a 3G or 4G mobile broadband connection. Tablets that offer 
an always-on WiMAX connection, for example, allow a real estate agent 
constant access to current sale listings; immediately answer email from 
prospective buyers; and instantly look up current loan rates. Elsewhere, 
he can use a tablet to take on-site digital images of a property and transfer 
them to a PC later for printing the images as brochures and fliers. 



Portable Power 

Although tablets don't have the processing and graphical power neces- 
sary to juggle numerous tasks at once, they can serve as an accessory 
device for stock brokers, software developers, video editors, and other oc- 
cupations that do require such power to video chat with colleagues while 
in a taxi, catch up on financial reports while on the treadmill, or review 
contracts while standing in line for coffee. 



Sharing 

In families that use a single PC but don't share identical computing 
requirements, a tablet lets more members stay active at once. For ex- 
ample, mom and dad can use the PC to pay monthly bills or architect a 
remodeling project while their daughter simultaneously uses the tablet for 
lighter tasks such as updating her social network status or shopping for 
school clothes online. 
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Make The Most 
Of A Tablet 

Accessories That Cover & Connect 

The ingenuity of tablets speaks for itself, but that doesn't mean you can't augment your 
own model with a number of extras. Below we highlight the benefits of several accessories 
that will protect your tablet and emphasize its connectivity capabilities. 




Stands & Docks 

Tablets are typically held in your hand, but with a stand 
or dock, you can multitask with your device. Let's say you 
want to watch a movie while making dinner. You can in- 
stall a tablet stand that mounts on your kitchen cabinet or 
opt for a stand or dock that sits on your kitchen counter. 
While both will support your tablet, a dock can sync files 
saved on your tablet with your PC so you can easily back 
up your favorite recipes on your hard drive. 



Chargers & Cables 

With the right connection, you can charge your tablet 
when you're on the go or view content stored on your 
tablet on other devices. For instance, a dual-USB car 
charger will simultaneously refresh your tablet's battery as 
well as another USB device's battery. And by using a USB 
connector with select tablets, you can quickly connect 
your device to an HDTV or monitor for a large group to 
view your content. 



Cases, Covers & Sleeves 

Depending on the level of tablet protection you need, 
there are many options to choose from. Shock-absorbent 
cases snap onto a tablet's body and often include a built-in 
screen protector. This option gives users immediate access 
to the device. Tablet covers, which are hinged and open 
like a book, can help offset minor bumps and scratches. 
Sleeves are made from soft materials and zip up to enclose 
your tablet, making them perfect for purses or backpacks. 



Screen Protectors 

Tablets are susceptible to scratches, finger print smudges, 
and glare from bright lights or the sun. To ensure these 
annoyances don't take away from your tablet experience, 
you need a durable screen protector. Typically, screen 
protectors will include scratch resistance or an anti- 
scratch coating, smudge resistance, or glare reduction. 
They may even offer a lifetime replacement policy if they 
become damaged. 
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Style Meets Success 

Lenovo IdeaPad U400 



Powerful portable computing 
used to mean lugging around a 
backbreaking, battery-draining, 
slow-booting laptop. No longer. 
The Lenovo IdeaPad U400 
(MSRP $949.99) has intelligent 
technologies and components 
to tackle demanding tasks in a 
sturdy, ultraportable book-shaped 
laptop design that happens to ooze 
modern fashion sensibility. 



Chill out. Cool-touch palm rest 
feels cool to the touch 



Clever input. Intelligent 
glass touchpad enables easy 
scrolling, zooming, and 
rotating 




Dressed for success. 

Uniquely crafted 
one-piece aluminum 
exterior 

HD display. 14-inch 
HD LED backlit 16:9 
widescreen display 
(1,366x768) 



Breathe easy. 

Breathable keyboard 
with Intel Advanced 
Cooling Technology 
enhances airflow 



Immersive sound. 

Stereo speakers output 
enhanced SRS Premium 
Sound audio 



Tech-Ready 

The IdeaPad U400's intelligent, 
portable power comes from: 

• 2nd Generation Intel Core \5 
Processor with Intel Turbo Boost 
Technology (2.4GHz, up to 
3GHz with Turbo Boost) 

• Windows 7 Home Premium 
64-bit 

• ATI Radeon HD 6470M discrete 
graphics 

• Active Protective System that 
safeguards the included 750GB 
SATA drive 



Smartly Styled 

The IdeaPad U400 works or plays 
in portable style via: 

• A 4.4-pound frame 
measuring less than 0.9 
inch thick 

• AccuType keyboard sporting 
rounded keys for accurate typing 

• Graphite-gray exterior equally 
suitable for office, classroom, or 
home use 

• Pillow-proof base for safe usage 
in bed 

• Up to 6 hours battery life 
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Well-Connected 

Sacrificing connectivity and functionality for 
mobility's sake isn't an issue due to: 

• Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, and Ethernet Internet 
connectivity 

• Intel Wireless Display support to wirelessly 
stream what's on the U400's screen to an 
HDTV (TV adapter required) 

• HDMI port for connecting to an HDTV 

• One USB 3.0 port and two USB 2.0 ports to 
connect peripherals 

• 1 .3 MP Web cam for video chats 

• Slot-loading DVD-RW drive 

• One stereo headphone output 



42 October 2011 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



An All-ln-One For All 

The PC That Looks Like A Widescreen TV 

All-in-one PCs are the one-stop-shopping wonder of the computer world. They combine 
the computer's electronics with a flat-screen monitor, and often other features, such as a 
Web cam, into a single, tower-less unit. Although they're desktop computers, AlOs tend 
to be more flexible in terms of where you can place them. Here are a few ways an all-in- 
one PC can fit into your life. 




Built-in Wi-Fi. With most desktop 
PCs, unless you purchase and install a 
Wi-Fi card, home networking and Internet 
connectivity rely on a cable plugged into 
a modem or router. This usually limits the 
places you can set up the computer. With 
built-in Wi-Fi, however, you can set up 
anywhere you want, straight out of the 
box. And if you love to keep your home 
fresh by frequently rearranging things, you 
can relocate an all-in-one whenever and 
wherever the mood hits. 



Large touchscreen 

interface. Some all-in-ones 
feature a single- or multitouch 
monitor screen. This lets you 
operate the computer like a 
scaled-up tablet device, using 
your fingers to enlarge, shrink, 
and rotate items, scroll pages, and 
more. This can be a great way to 
introduce small children to com- 
puters, with touch-enabled games 
and finger-painting programs. 



Instant access to 
Web content, if you re 

continually combing the Web 
for work, entertainment, and 
social connections, AIO com- 
puters have the hardware and 
software tools to keep you 
plugged in. The built-in Wi-Fi 
can stay permanently con- 
nected, and if the computer in- 
cludes a web cam, you can chat 
face-to-face with friends and 
family. And, in addition to Web 
browsers and email programs, 
most AlOs come with software 
programs for creating and 
sharing your own content, such 
as photos, movies, and more. 



Sleek, compact 

design. Small is the new 
big these days. Many people 
are voluntarily reducing their 
residential space for reasons 
of economics, simplicity, and 
green living. An all-in-one 
computer fits right into that life- 
style, taking up less room and 
often operating with greater 
energy efficiency than bulkier 
computer designs. 
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EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Designed For Creativity 

Epson® Artisan® 837 & Artisan 730 All-in-One Printers 





Epson Artisan 837 
All-in-One Printer 

$299.99 
www.epson.com 



Epson's Artisan printers are 
built for quality, speed, and 
performance. The wireless 
Artisan 837 and 730 all-in-one 
printers ($299.99 and $199.99, 
respectively; www.epson.com) 
use a versatile feature set to de- 
liver professional quality photos 
that are smudge, scratch, water 
and fade resistant. 



Print Ultra Hie 
Unbeatable: 



|h Def Photos At 
Ipeeds 



With an Epson Artisan 837 or 730, there's no reason to make a trip 
to the store to order photo prints. Designed to produce professional- 
looking prints, both models use Epson's exclusive printing technology 
and 6-color Claria® Ultra Hi-Definition Ink to create true-to-life images 
with fine detail up to a 5,760 x 1,440 dpi resolution. Both printers make 
photo editing simple with a smart touch panel and LCD (the Artisan 
730 has a 2.5-inch screen plus touch panel, and the 837 has a larger 
3.5-inch screen plus touch screen), so you can remove red-eye and crop 
photos to perfection, without using your computer. What sets the two 
models apart is the size of the LCD and the Artisan 837's ability to fax 
and load documents via a 30-page Auto Document Feeder. 



Performance Equals Speed 
& Productivity 

The Artisan 837 and 730 are both great fits for 
almost any environment. If you need a printer for 
your home office, you can print up to 9.6 ISO 
ppm black one-sided and up to 4.9 ISO ppm 
black auto two-sided which is great for text-only 
documents. If you have a student in the house 
who needs to create full-color presentations and 
graphics, he/she can print up to 9.1 ISO ppm in 
color. And for photography enthusiasts, both the 
Artisan 837 and 730 print Ultra HD 4x6-inch bor- 
derless photos in as fast as 1 seconds. 



Print from Anywhere 

Computers have been the traditional source from which we print materials, but with the rise of smartphones and tablets, it makes 
sense to be able to print from mobile devices, too. Print from your mobile device, tablet or computer with Epson Connect and related 
services. Epson offers a wide array of solutions, so you can print from anywhere to select wireless Epson printers with compatible 
devices. Email Print — Epson's advanced print technology — lets you print to Email Print-enabled Epson printers including the Artisan 
837 and 730. In a few simple steps, you can go from viewing to printing, using your notebook, smartphone, or tablet. And with a free 
downloadable app and other mobile device printing solutions, you can also print wirelessly to any nearby wireless Epson all-in-one. 
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EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Portable 
Business Solutions 

Epson EX Series Projectors 

For any business, time is money. As such, you 
shouldn't have to spend a lot of time setting up 
a projector for presentations. With ease-of-use, 
image quality, and energy efficiency, the Epson 
EX series multimedia projectors (www.epson.com) 
can display your media in no time — and you 
won't be sidetracked by washed out images, 
image distortion, or complicated settings. 
Whether your staff needs to watch videos or use 
graphics to close deals, there's a feature-packed 
Epson EX projector to suit your business's needs. 




Epson EX7210 Projector | $649 | www.epson.com 



Image correction. 

Using the projector's easy-slide 
control bar, you can quickly cor- 
rect horizontal images that appear 
stretched or warped. On top of 
that, the projector will automati- 
cally fix distorted vertical images. 



3LCD technology. An Epson 

EX projector displays a vivid color 
palette with equal color and white 
light output thanks to 3-chip, 3LCD 
technology that produces high color 
brightness in different settings, such as 
lecture halls and board rooms. 



Easy Setup. Instantly 
project from your computer 
using a standard USB connec- 
tion with USB Plug 'n Play. Or 
just leave the computer at home 
and use a USB drive to run your 
slide show. 




Without horizontal image correction 




With horizontal image correction 



Epson EX Series 


> Projector Fee 

Epson EX3210 

$449 

SKU: 3218017 


atures* 

Epson EX5210 

$549 

SKU: 3218008 


Epson EX7210 

$649 

SKU: 3218035 


Resolution 


SVGA 


XGA 


WXGA 


Light Output in 
Lumens (Color/White) 


2,800/2,800 


2,800/2,800 


2,800/2,800 


HDMI 




• 


• (True HD 
16:10 format) 


Easy-slide Horizontal 
Keystone Correction 


• (Manual) 


• (Manual) 


• (Manual) 


Vertical Keystone 


Auto 


Auto 


Auto 


USB Plug n' Play 


• 


• 


• 


PC-Free Slideshows 


• 


• • 


1 *AII EX models include carrying case, VGA cable, and USB Plug 'n Play cable. 
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The Future Of Wireless Connectivity 

Wi-Fi isn't the only way to get Internet access without a cable. A few laptops, tablets, and smartphones have built-in mo- 
bile broadband capabilities, but portable devices that don't have this embedded feature could be granted access to mobile 
broadband service with a USB adapter or card. Here are a few reasons why mobile broadband options such as 3G may be 
a better fit than Wi-Fi for your nomadic lifestyle. 



Broader Coverage 

Mobile broadband is available in more areas than Wi-Fi. In fact, anywhere 
you can receive cell phone service, it's likely you'll be able to log on. This 
wider coverage makes for more convenient usage, such as when you're 
camping out or you're a passenger on a trip down the interstate. 

In contrast, Wi-Fi coverage is much more of a patchwork proposi- 
tion. In essence, you're relying on the good graces of coffee shops and 
campuses to provide you with free wireless access — and the security 
necessary to keep your Wi-Fi device safe while you're using it (mobile 
broadband's security is more foolproof). 



Future-Forward 

Tablets, laptops, smartphones, 
eReaders. . . more and more devices are 
coming standard with mobile broad- 
band support. And as the infrastructure 
evolves, such as with 4G technology, 
coverage area and network speed will 
grow. With carriers offering a variety of 
service plan options, this wireless wave 
is definitely one you want your mobile 
devices to catch. 



Reliable Speed 

When your mobile device relies on Wi-Fi hotspots, chances are good that you'll get a slower connection than you bar- 
gained for. Wi-Fi loses signal strength quickly over short distances, in contrast with mobile broadband technologies. Add 
in obstructions such as walls or floors, and a Wi-Fi connection can suffer even more. 

Mobile broadband technologies are made to supply particular data rates over a much wider geographical area. That be- 
comes important with long-form uses such as video streaming. 
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— Which Laptop Computer Is Best For You? 

A laptop computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares the 
features and specs from several different types of laptop models. 




What It Means 



Operating system 



Gateway 
NV55C49u 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 2804985 



The software 
(usually Windows 
or Mac OS X) 
that controls 
your computer 

Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



Processor 



Hard drive size; Graphics 
RAM Card 



Dimensions; Optical drives; 

Weight Media card reader 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



2.4GHz Intel 
Core i3 



How much data Controls the Height x width Drives that can read 



the computer can 
hold; Memory 
that's read and 
written to 

320GB; 3GB 



quality of your 
video and 
images 



Intel HD 



x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs; 
Screen size 

1.34x15x10 
inches; 5.73 
pounds; 
15.6 inches 



and write discs; Slots 
that read media cards 
without a separate 
peripheral 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
Yes 



Toshiba Satellite 
L755D-S5218 

MSRP: $449.99* 
SKU 2971032 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.3GHz AMD 
A-Series 



320GB; 4GB 



AMD Radeon 
HD 6520G 



1.5x15x9.8 
inches; 5.5 
pounds; 15.6 
inches 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
Yes 




HP 4520s 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 2381426 



Windows 7 
Professional 



2.53GHz Intel 
Core i5 



500GB; 4GB 



Intel HD 



2.3x1 6.1 x1 0.6 DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
inches; 6 N/A 

pounds; 15.6 
inches 





Lenovo IdeaPad 
U400 

MSRP: $N/A : 
SKU N/A 



Windows 7 Home 2nd Gen 



^fP 



Premium 



2.4GHz Intel 
Core i5 



750GB; Up to 
8GB 



ATI Radeon 
HD 6470M 



0.8x8.9x13 
inches; 4.36 
pounds; 
14inches 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

N/A 



Sony VAIO 
VPCEG16FM/W 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 2794138 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.3GHz Intel 
Core i5 



640GB; 4GB 



Intel HD 



1.4x13.6x9.4 
inches; 5.1 
pounds; 14 
inches 



DVD±RW/Blu-ray 
Disc/CD-RW; Yes 



Samsung 
QX-411-W01 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 2776251 



Windows 7 Home Intel Core i5 
Premium 



750GB; 6GB 



NVIDIA 
N12P-GV 



1.1x13.6x9.7 
inches; 5.1 
pounds; 14 
inches 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



Dell XPS 
X15Z-6734ELS 

MSRP: $1,399.99* 
SKU 2936073 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.7GHz Intel 
2nd Gen Core 
i7 with Turbo 
Boost up to 
3.4GHz 



750GB; 8GB 



NVIDIA 
GeForce GT 
525M 



1x15.2x10.2 
inches; 5.7 
pounds; 15.6 
inches 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 




Dell XPS 
X17L-2777ELS 

MSRP: $1,499.99* 
SKU 281 7264 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 2nd 
Gen Core i7 
with Turbo Boost 
up to 2.9GHz 



1TB; 8GB 



NVIDIA 
GeForce GT 
555M 



1.3x16.3x11.3 
inches; 7.9 
pounds; 1 7.3 
inches 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/Blu-ray 
Disc/CD-RW; Yes 



_L 



_L 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Tablet Or eReader Is Best For You? 

By pairing your laptop with a tablet, you'll be able to simplify your computing tasks in ways you probably hadn't considered before. 
eReaders, on the other hand, give you instant access to the latest books as well as newspapers, magazines, games, and more. To find a 
tablet or eReader that best fits your digital lifestyle, here's a comparison of the latest models. 



What It Means 



Platform 



The software that 
controls a tablet 



Internal 
storage 



How much 
data the tablet 
can hold 



Connectivity 



How the tablet 
can connect to 
the Web (Wi-Fi, 
3G, or both) 



Battery life 

How long the 
battery will last 
when the tablet 
is being used 



Dimensions; 
Weight 

Height x width x 
depth; Screen size; 
How much the 
tablet weighs 



Ports; Media card 
reader 

Sockets that give 
a tablet access 
to peripherals; 
Slots that can read 
media cards 




Acer Iconia 

MSRP*: $399.99 
SKU 2512059 



Android 3.1 



16GB 



Wi-Fi 



Not specified 




Asus Eee Transformer 1 Android 3.0 
MSRP*: $399.99; $499.99 
SKUs 247591 6; 24751 12 



16GB; 32GB 



Wi-Fi; Wi-Fi 



9.5 hours 



10.2x7x0.5; 10.1 
inches; 16.5 
ounces 



10.7x6.7x0.5 
inches; 10.1 
inches; 24 ounces 



1 USB 2.0; 1 
HDMI; 1 SD 



1 headphone; 1 
mini HDMI; 
microSD 




-t— 


A 
D 



BlackBerry PlayBook 

MSRP*: $499; $599; $699 
SKUs 2265381; 2387032; 
2387041 



BlackBerry 
Tablet OS 



16GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



Wi-Fi; Wi-Fi; 
Wi-Fi 



8 hours 



7.6x5.1x0.4 
inches; 7 inches; 
14.4 ounces 



1 mini USB, 1 
micro HDMI; N/A 



Sony Tablet S 

MSRP*: $499.99; $599.99 
SKUs N/A 



Android 3.0 



16GB; 32GB 



Wi-Fi; Wi-Fi 



Not specified 





Toshiba Thrive 

MSRP*: $429.99; 
$479.99; $579.99 
SKUs 2769355; 
2769576; 2768901 



Samsung Galaxy 
Tab 10.1 

MSRP*: $499.99; $599.99 
SKUs 141 1072/ 281 7582; 
2817743/2775455 



Android 3.1 



Android 3.1 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



16GB; 32GB 



Wi-Fi 



1 1 hours 



1 6GB available 
with Wi-Fi only 
or Wi-Fi and 3G; 
32GB models are 
Wi-Fi only 



14 hours 



9.5x6.8x0.3 
inches; 9.4 inches; 
21 ounces 



1 headphone; 1 
microUSB; 1 SD 



6.97x10.75x0.62 
inches; 10.1 inches; 
starts at 25.6 
ounces depending 
on model 



10.1x6.9x0.34 
inches; 10.1 
inches; 20 ounces 



1 mini USB, 
1 USB 2.0, 1 
HDMI, 1 head- 
phone; 1 SD/ 
SDHC/SDXC 



1 USB 2.0 (with 
optional accessory), 1 
headphone, 1 HDMI 
out (with optional ac- 
cessory); N/A 



Amazon Kindle 

MSRP*: $114.99 
SKU 2506094 



N/A 



4GB 



Wi-Fi 



1 month 



7.5x4.8x0.3 
inches; 6 inches; 
8.5 ounces 



N/A 



0) 
"D 
D 
CD 




Kobo eReader Touch 
Edition 

MSRP*: $129.99 
SKU 2840076 



2GB 



Wi-Fi 



1 month 



6.5x4.5x0.4 
inches; 6 inches; 
7.1 ounces 



1 microUSB; 1 
microSD 



,mwd 



Barnes & Noble 
nook Color 

MSRP*: $249 
SKU 1517163 



N/A 



8GB 



Wi-Fi 



8 hours 



"^Optional keyboard clocking station can be purchased for $149.9 
"""Digital pen sold separately for $79.99. 
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8.1x5x0.48 inches; 1 mini USB, 1 
7 inches; 15.8 headphone; 1 

ounces microSD 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 

Computers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, keep track of your finances, and more. 
The thing is, most of these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your 
computer's potential, you'll need to buy software. Here are some options. 



Audio, Photo & Video 



"1 Adobe Photoshop 

^ Elements 9 

| $99.99* 

I www.adobe.com 



Easily edit, share, and manage your photo 
collection and get professional results using 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 9. 



print i'lop 



E 



Broderbund Print Shop 2.0 
Professional 

$89.99* 

www.broderbund.com 
Create sophisticated projects using the Wizard 
Design tool or a ready-made template. You 
can create greeting cards, banners, newslet- 
ters, photo projects, and more. 

I Roxio Creator 201 1 

MS^H $99.99* 

I _\ www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio Creator 201 1 to easily capture, 
enhance, and preserve your photos, videos, 
and audio projects. New features include 3D 
effects, video stabilization and rotation, and a 
redesigned backdrop interface. 3D glasses are 
also included. 

B Corel PaintShop Pro X4 
Ultimate Edition 
www.corel.com 
Corel PaintShop Photo Pro X4 lets you manage, 
edit, and share your digital photos. Make auto- 
matic fixes with the included advanced editing 
tools, including 75 new enhancements. 

* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from 



Pinnacle Studio HD Ultimate 
Collection 15 

$129.99* 

www.pinnaclesys.com 
Pinnacle Studio Ultimate HD Collection 15 
comes with a full set of plug-ins and a Chroma- 
key green screen for advanced effects, editing, 
and production. 

Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 

Turn your home videos into movies using special 
effects, music, and images from Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9. Once you're done, you can share 
them via disc or the Internet. 

Roxio Easy VHS To DVD 

$59.99* 
HHEJi www.roxio.com 
Use Roxio' s Easy VHS To DVD software to 
easily transfer video from VHS, Hi8, V8, or 
analog camcorders to DVD. You can also edit 
the video and add professional effects. 








Nero 10 Multimedia Suite 
Platinum HD 

$99.99* 
www.nero.com 



Nero 10 Multimedia Suite Platinum HD makes 
it easy to import video from nearly any source, 
add effects, and then burn the final result to 
BD, DVD, or CD. You can also share it be- 
tween mobile devices. 





business Applications 

Microsoft Office 
Home & Student 2010 

$149.99* 

www.microsoft.com 
The Home and Student version of Microsoft 
Office 2010 has enhanced features for creating 
and managing documents and includes Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote. 

Individual Software 
ResumeMaker Professional 

$29.95* 
www.individualsoftware.com 

It's easy to write a professional resume quickly 
using ResumeMaker Professional. The software 
also includes advanced search tools. 

Rosetta Stone Version 4 
Spanish (Latin America) 

$179.99* 

www. rosettastone.com 

Learn basic Spanish conversational skills, in- 
cluding greetings and introductions, simple 
questions and answers, shopping, and much 
more with Rosetta Stone Version 4 Spanish. 

Intuit QuickBooks 
Pro 2011 

$229.95* 

quickbooks.intuit.com 
Easily keep track of your company's finances 
with QuickBooks Pro 2011. You can view ex- 
pense and income breakdowns, account bal- 
ances, and more, so it's easy to know where 
your money is going. 





retail pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

Activision Barbie 
& The Three 
Musketeers 

■" $19.99* 
www.activision.com 
Choose a character with a 
unique ability to help you 
tackle obstacles and solve 
puzzles to uncover a plot 
against the prince and be- 
come a true musketeer. 

I Disney Interactive 
Studio Alice In 
Wonderland 

$19.99* 
disney.go.com/disney 
interactivestudios 

Inspired by the Tim Burton film, 
this game lets you fall down 
the rabbit hole and experience 
Alice's adventure in Wonder- 
land. You can play as the Mad 
Hatter, White Rabbit, or an- 
other character from the film to 
help Alice on her journey. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 

Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes and 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Lego Indiana Jones 
2: The Adventure 
Continues 

$29.99* 
www. I ucasarts.com 
Explore the locations from all 
four films and build your own 
levels and environments. Your 
favorite Indiana Jones charac- 
ters are depicted in Lego form. 





Home 
Productivity 

I Nuance Dragon 
I NaturallySpeaking 
I 11 Home 

^^^ $99.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
documents much faster than 
you can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typ- 
ing for you. The software has an 
accuracy rate of up to 99%. 



HGTV Home 
] & Landscape 
h&vHI^ Platinum Suite 
Version 3 

$49.95* 

novadevelopment.com 
Plan home improvements or 
build your dream home with 
HGTV Home & Landscape. 
Complete your 3D model in 
a matter of minutes and then 
enjoy a virtual walkaround. 



Serif CraftArtist 
Platinum Edition 

$59.99* 
www.serif.com 

Use your digital photos and 
CraftArtist Platinum Edition to 
create stunning projects that 
make the perfect gifts for friends 
and family. Tools such as the 
photo editor, as well as digital 
scissors and brushes let you 
personalize your projects. 

Nova Develop- 
ment Family Tree 
Maker Deluxe 

$69.95* 
novadevelopment.com 

Explore and preserve your 
family history with the soft- 
ware, a free three-month sub- 
scription to Ancestry.com, an 
iPhone app, and more. 




mi 



■ 




Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky Lab 



■ 



Internet Security 
2012 

$79.99* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Protect your PC from the latest 
viruses, spyware, and malware 
using Hybrid Protection, which 
combines the power of the cloud 
and advanced tech on your PC. 



Kaspersky Lab 
Pure Total 
Security 

$89.95* 



■4 



www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky Pure Total Security 
offers all-in-one protection for 
your PC. It protects against 
Internet threats and identity 
theft and also offers backup, 
encryption, and clean-up tools. 



E3 



Parallels Desktop 
6 Switch To Mac 
Edition 

$84.99* 
www.parallels.com 
Parallels Desktop 6 Switch To 
Mac Edition allows you to use 
two OSes (Windows and Mac 
OS X) on one system. It will also 
transfer files from a PC to a Mac 
quickly and seamlessly. Tutorials, 
data protection, and a transfer 
cable are included to get your 
new Mac up and running. 

■ Trend Micro 
Titanium Maximum 
Security 
$79.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 
Trend Micro's Titanium Max- 
imum Security is easy to use and 
provides a variety of tools that 
can keep your computer and 
identity safe. 




System Clean-Up 
& Repair 

Avanquest 
Fix-It Utilities 
11 Professional 

$49.95* 
www.avanquest.com 

Make your computer run like 
new. Use Fix-It Utilities 1 1 
to defragment, clean, repair, 
and optimize your Windows 
registry to improve overall PC 
performance and check your 
system memory, hard drive, 
and more. 



s ^ m ^ iolo System 

ic hanic ] ' 

W- A Mechanic 
%Jjk $49.95* 

[r=mrf==„.-ega | www j |o.COm 

With System Mechanic, you 
can find and fix errors and frag- 
mentation on your PC, clean 
out clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

EKBH Acronis True 
I Image Home 

www.acronis.com 

This software backs up your 
entire computer, including the 
operating system, files, settings, 
and more, so you can easily 
re-create your system in the 
event of data loss. 



iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 




^ www.iolo.com 



When its time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all of 
your personal data has been 
deleted. DriveScrubber 
will wipe your entire drive, 
including free space, and 
restore damaged drives. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




KEYBOARD 



An ergonomic design can 
cut down on the wrist 
strain associated with 
carpal tunnel syndrome 
Bluetooth connectivity 
lends itself to a tidy desk 
because there's one less 
wire to contend with 
A specialty model, such 
as a gaming or media key- 
board, adds functionality 
to your pastime of choice 




• Offers an affordable way 
to connect all of your 
peripherals, even if you 
have more gadgets than 
USB ports 

• Adds the convenience 
of easy USB access — no 
more reaching behind 
your computer to plug in 
your USB devices 




EXTERNA L HARD DRIVE 

• Protect precious video and 
photo memories: Back up 
to an external hard drive 

• Keep your computer run- 
ning more efficiently by 
saving large files, such as 
your media collection, on 
an external drive 




• A wireless mouse will cut 
down on cable clutter at 
your desk and also offers 
the convenience of por- 
tability for laptop use 

• A gaming mouse can de- 
liver better accuracy and 
speed for the ultimate 

in control 

• Consider customizable 
buttons if you want to be 
able to access media, files, 
or programs with one- 
touch convenience 



A computer is a big investment, and now that you've taken the 
plunge, it's time to decide what accessories you need to go 
along with that shiny new purchase. We've rounded up several 
of our favorite extras for every computer owner. Whether you 
have a laptop or desktop, be sure to add these items to your 
shopping list to complete your computing experience. 





CLEANING KIT 



Specially designed cleaners 
will keep your computer 
screen clean without run- 
ning the risk of scratching 
its surface 

Cloths are often made of 
low-conductivity material 
in order to reduce static 




Ensure the electrical current 
running to your desktop or 
laptop computer doesn't 
exceed proper levels 
Portable models will protect 
your laptop when you're on 
the go for work or play 




Bridge the gap between 
long-distance family and 
friends with online video 
chatting by adding a Web 
cam to your setup 




PRINTER 



• A quality photo printer will 
eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for prints and give you 
the ability to instantly share 
your photo memories 

• An all-in-one model is the 
perfect addition for any 
busy family that needs a 
device that can operate 
as a copier, scanner, fax 
machine, and printer 




COMPUTING SERVICES 

To keep your desktop or 
laptop computer in tip-top 
shape, take advantage of the 
computing services offered at 
your local CE retailer. They 
can help you keep your ma- 
chine running smoothly and 
free from the dangers that 
lurk online. 

• Computer Setup & 
Networking 

• Virus & Spyware Removal 

• Data Backup & Recovery 

• Hardware & Software 
Upgrades 

• Training & Consultation 
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Computing Glossary 



Shopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the complex 
terminology. Here, we'll ex- 
plain some common com- 
puter jargon. 

Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices such as com- 
puters, printers, headsets, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being connected physically 
with a cord. 

broadband — Network connections 
that transmit high-speed Internet access. 
Broadband speed varies depending on 
the provider. Cable companies offer 
speeds of around 8 to 1 1 Mbps, whereas 
phone companies offer DSL, which sup- 
ports speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 

Ethernet — A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked with a cord. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to 
the network. These security measures 
are designed to protect your computer 
from outsiders who'd like to exploit it 
in some way. By the same token, fire- 
walls may prevent infected files on your 
computer from accessing the larger 



network and spreading the problem to 
other users. 

HDMI (high-definition multimedia in- 
terface) — An output that some com- 
puters offer to transmit uncompressed 
(and ultimately high-quality) audio and 
video to a compatible HD display, such 
as an HDTV. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — This tech- 
nology sandwiches liquid crystals be- 
tween thin sheets of glass. The crystals 
twist and untwist to allow and block 
light from a backlight, forming the im- 
ages you see. Initially used mostly in 
notebook PCs, you'll now find LCDs in 
TVs and computer monitors, as well as 
digital cameras, cell phones, portable 
DVD players, and other devices. 

mobile broadband — A communication 
technology, which is also called LTE, 
WiMAX, 3G, and 4G, that uses cell phone 
towers to connect devices to the Internet. 
Generally, you need a service contract, 
and it's only available in select cities. 

operating system — The software, such as 
Windows Vista, Windows 7, or Mac OS 
X, that controls a computer and its periph- 
erals and serves as the primary interface 
for users. 

processor — Also known as a micropro- 
cessor or CPU, this integrated circuit 
controls the computer. Some CPUs 



feature two or four processors (called 
dual- and quad-core processors) on a 
single die or chassis, speeding up the 
computer and its ability to multitask. 

RAM (random-access memory) — A type 
of memory that's read from and written 
to by the CPU and hardware. 

streaming — The act of wirelessly transfer- 
ring content from one device to another; 
for example, you can stream personal 
photos from a computer in the basement 
to a compatible HDTV in the living room. 

tablet — Larger than a smartphone but 
smaller than a laptop, tablets are com- 
puting devices that often feature apps. 
Many have touchscreens that can be ma- 
nipulated with a finger touch or stylus. 

upgradeable — The ability to add or swap 
out hardware to boost a computer's perfor- 
mance or replace a defective or obsolete 
device or component. For instance, you 
may add more memory, replace an old 
CRT with a widescreen LCD, or swap out 
an older video card for a newer one that 
features an ATSC TV tuner so you can 
watch digital TV on your computer. 

WLAN (wireless local-area network) — 

A setup that consists of a wireless router 
and a group of Wi-Fi-enabled devices, 
such as notebooks and BD players, that 
communicate wirelessly to share files, 
media, and other information. 
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Music Made Easy 

Sony NWZ-S760 & NWZ-E460 
Walkman MP3 Players 

Music is personal, social, expressive, exciting, and fun. Shouldn't your MP3 player be all of those things, too? Sony's NVVZ- 
S760 and NWZ-E460 Walkman MP3 players (www.sony.com) take your tunes to a whole new level with features like a 
built-in FM tuner, Media Go software for adding music with drag-and-drop simplicity, and SensMe, which auto-catego- 
rizes your music by mood. Perfect your karaoke skills with the Synchronized Lyric Feature, and master a new language 
with help from the Language Learning Function, which lets you control playback speeds. 



NWZ-S760 Walkman 

The standout feature of Sony's NWZ-S760 Walkman 
(8GB, $149) is the wireless headphones, which use 
Bluetooth technology to untether your earbuds from the 
MP3 player, making it a great option for those on the go. 
In addition to multiple audio formats, this Walkman also 
supports video playback, wireless personal photo sharing, 
and Clear Audio Technology premium headphones for 
unmatched aural fidelity. 

• Built-in Bluetooth wireless technology lets you cut the head- 
phone cord, stream audio to compatible devices, such as a 
Bluetooth-compatible car stereo, and share photos 

• Better audio performance thanks to Clear Audio 
Technologies, including the Digital Sound Enhancement 
Engine, Clear Stereo, and Clear Bass 

• Up to 50 hours of music 
playback and 1 hours 
of video playback 

• A vivid 2-inch color 
LCD to view photos, 
album art, and videos 

• Built-in FM tuner to listen 
to your favorite FM radio 
stations 





NWZ-E460 Walkman 

The Sony NWZ-E460 
Walkman is available in 
three capacities (4GB, 
$79; 8GB, $89; and 16GB, 
$1 09) and five vibrant colors 
(green, pink, blue, black, and 
red) to suit any audio appetite and 
personal preference. This E Series 
Walkman also supports photo, video, and 
multi-format audio playback, as well as 
superior audio fidelity thanks to the pairing 
of Sony's Clear Audio Technology and the 
bundled EX headphones. 

• A vivid 2-inch color LCD to view photos, 
album art, and videos 

• Up to 50 hours of music playback and 1 
hours of video playback 

• Better audio performance thanks to Clear 
Audio Technologies, including the Digital 
Sound Enhancement Engine, Clear Stereo, 
and Clear Bass 

• Built-in FM tuner to listen to your favorite 
FM radio stations 
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HOW TO BUY 



Headphones 



Listen & Learn 




Pairing the right pair of headphones with your portable media 
player can make the most of your listening experience. Not only 
is the audio quality impacted by the headphones you choose, but 
also the comfort and convenience you'll experience. 



EorbudS. With a simple and compact design, 
earbuds are ideal for anyone who wants to listen to 
audio when 
they're on the 
move. Buds 
snugly fit in 
each ear canal, 
letting you enjoy 
extended pe- 
riods of listening 
without discom- 
fort. Because they won't fall out during activities, 
and they take up very little space, earbuds are a great 
match for people with active lifestyles. 



... a great match 
for people with 
active lifestyles. 



Clip-on, over-the-ear, and studio. Aside 

from earbuds, you'll find many other headphone types. 
Clip-on models se- 
cure themselves with 
behind-the-ear clips, 
making them an al- 
ternative option for 
active people. Over- 
the-ear and studio 
headphones have 
adjustable bands that 
fit over the top of your 
head. Because they 
have room for larger 
speaker drivers, these 

headphones often provide the best audio quality with deep 
bass and high pitch tones. 



. . . provide 
the best audio 
quality with 
deep bass and 
high pitch tones. 



Noise cancelation and noise isolation. 

If you want a more immersive audio experience, consider a 
pair of headphones that features noise cancelation or noise 
isolation. Noise-canceling 



technology uses inverse 
sound waves to counteract 
distracting outside noise. 
Noise-isolating earbuds 
will block incoming sound 
thanks to a seal between the 
bud and your ear canal. 



. . . counteract 
distracting 
outside noise. 






Other features. Aside from selecting the right 
headphone type, there are unique headphone features 
you might find useful. Bluetooth models allow you 
to listen to your favorite tracks without the tangle of 
cords. You'll just have to make sure your media player 
is Bluetooth compatible. Headphones with an in-line 
volume control let you adjust your media player's volume 
with an easy-to-access control on the headphone's cable. 



. . . listen to your favorite tracks 
without the tangle of cords. 
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Track Your Health 

Fitness Gear That's Tech Savvy 

Looking for more motivation to exercise regularly? Be encouraged: there are 
portable devices that can help you stay committed at the gym and track your 
progress to meet fitness goals regardless of your budget or activity level. Try 
the following health and fitness products during your next workout. 



Calculate Calories Burned 

Pedometers can do more than tally the number of 
steps you've taken. Some models will estimate how 
many calories you've burned, measure body fat, com- 
pute your total distance, and gauge time intervals for 
high- and low-impact exercise. Advanced models 
save your data for up to 41 days, so you can monitor 
your long-term goals. Many also include fitness man- 
agement software so you can connect the pedometer 
to your PC and download your activities. 



Check Your Heart Rate 

To monitor your heart rate, there are two types of wristwatches 
to choose from. A basic heart rate monitor watch can instantly 
determine your heart rate when you touch its interface. To 
learn your heart rate without pressing a button, a watch model 
that includes a heart rate chest strap will check your heart rate 
every few minutes and display your average at all times. Select 
devices include training software and a USB cable so you can 
upload data files to your computer. This lets you analyze your 
workout history and stats. 



Navigate Your Outdoor Workout 

Fitness watches with GPS receivers are capable of pinpointing your precise location, which can benefit your athletic and geo- 
graphic progress. If you ride on a challenging off-trail bike path, you can track your changing elevation and pace. On some 
models, the GPS functionality will direct your ride back to your starting point. Other GPS watch models act as an account- 
ability fitness partner, so you can virtually compete against an on-screen runner or cyclist. GPS watches with wireless data 
transfer capabilities will automatically import your workout results to your PC when the installed software detects your device. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 




| Expand Your 
Entertainment 
Options 

Satellite Radio Offers 
Exclusive Content & Features 



If you're like most of us, you have favorites: favorite songs, favorite 
sports, favorite talk shows, and more. But with a standard radio, you 
can't always get to them when and where you want: You might lose 
your favorite station when you cross the state line. Consider satellite 
radio as a potential solution. 



What Is Satellite Radio? 

Like satellite television, satellite radio is a pay-for-service entertainment medium to which you subscribe on a monthly or 
yearly basis. In this case, your satellite radio receives a digital signal broadcast by satellites that orbit the earth. One or more 
are constantly overhead, so you always have coverage; unlike terrestrial radio broadcasts, satellite radio coverage is literally 
nationwide. In fact, satellite radio — provided in the United States by Sirius|XM — is available in the 48 contiguous states and 
the District of Columbia, and some coverage is available in Puerto Rico. 

Satellite and terrestrial programming differ, of course; your favorite local DJs won't be available on satellite. But with 
satellite radio, you can choose from very specific entertainment options, listening to niche offerings such as music 
from the '30s or '40s, all comedy, etc. 



A Radio To Fit Your Lifestyle 

Satellite radios come in different forms, all delivering more than 130 crystal -clear, static-free stations. Stationary receivers 
can connect to most existing audio systems, so it's easy to add satellite radio to your media options. If you travel a lot, look 
into satellite receivers made especially for your car; some transmit to your car's FM radio, while others are permanently 
wired and might need to be installed professionally. If you're a hiker or otherwise often on the move, consider truly portable 
units, such as the XMp3i Portable Radio from XM ($199.99; www.xmradio.com). Some satellite radios can play MP3 files 
and record and play back shows at your convenience. Accessories such as speaker docks can add flexibility to your portable 
satellite radio experience, allowing you to dock your portable radio so you can listen at home. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

iPods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most important- 
and coolest — features from select MP3 players. 



Memory type 



Capacity 



Video capabilities 



FM tuner 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much Some MP3 

memory the players can 
player has** play video 



Some MP3 players 
let you listen to 
radio stations 



Mach Speed Eclipse Flash 
MSRP: $29.99* 
SKU 2597021 



4GB 



Yes 



No 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



Red, silver, 
purple, blue 



How long the 
battery will last 
when playing 



J 



8 hours 




Sly Electronics 
SL314CM 

MSRP: $29.99* 
SKU 3021138 



Flash 



4GB 



Yes 



Yes 



Black 



N/A 



Apple iPod shuffle 

MSRP: $49* 
SKU 9845475 



Flash 



2GB 



No 



No 



Orange, silver, 
pink, green, blue 



15 hours 




SanDisk Sansa Clip 

MSRP: $49.99* 
SKU 3029079 



Hard drive 



4GB 



No 



Yes 



Black, blue, red, 
gray 



15 hours 



Sony Walkman 
NWZS764BLK 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 3076097 



Flash 



8GB 



Yes 



Yes 



Black, white 



50 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $1 79=* 
SKU 1161925 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



No 



Yes 



Pink, orange, 
green, blue, 
silver, graphite 



24 hours 



Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $229*; 
$299*; $399* 
SKU 9225377 



Flash 



8GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



Yes 



No 



Black 



40 hours 



Samsung Galaxy 

MSRP: $269.99* 
SKU 2711058 



Flash 



8GB 



Yes 



Yes 



White 



60 hours 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **One gigabyte of memory will hold approximately 250 songs. Actual 

capacity will vary depending on song length and format. 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ October 2011 57 



PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which Health & Fitness Device 
Is Right For You? 



While they may seem only for athletic types, health and fitness devices can be used by anyone. With one of these gadgets in hand, you can 
track how many steps you make, miles you travel, calories you burn, and more. By keeping tabs on your fitness activities, you can continue 
to progress and conquer new goals. 



Design type; 
Water resistance 



Tracked activities 



GPS 
functionality 



Heart rate 
monitor type 



Storage capacity; 
PC connectivity 



Battery type; 
Battery life 



What It Means 



How the device 
is worn; How 
far underwater 
the device 
can go 



The different types 
of fitness data that 
can be collected 
by the device 



Fitbit Tracker 

MSRP: $99.95* 
SKU 9594824 



Clip, wristband, Steps, distance, 
holster; N/A calories, sleep 



Ability to mea- 
sure your trav- 
eled distance 
and overall 
pace 

No 



Heart rate can be 
measured continu- 
ously with a chest 
strap or instantly 
with a wrist model 

N/A 



Internal data that 
can be saved; 
Upload data to 
your PC to share 
and analyze 

7-day history (de- 
tailed), 30-day history 
(summarized); Yes, 
via USB base station 



How many hours 
the device will op- 
erate after a single 
battery charge 



Not specified; 3 
days (minimum), 5 
to 7 days (typical) 




Sportline 
DUO 1060 

MSRP: $119.99* 
SKU 9525793 



Wristwatch; 
1 64 feet 



Steps, distance, 
calories, speed, 
heart rate 



No 



Chest strap 



7 workouts; No 



CR2032; N/A 




BodyMedia 
FIT Armband 

MSRP: $179.95* 
SKU 2128212 



Armband; 
Splash-resistant 



Steps, calories, 
sleep 



No 



N/A 



14-day history; 
Yes, via USB 
cable 



Lithium polymer; 
5 to 7 days (typical) 




Garmin Forerunner 
110 

MSRP: $179.99* 
SKU 1159384 



Wristwatch; 
3.3 feet 



Distance, calories, 
speed, pace 



Yes 



N/A 



1,000 laps; Yes, 
via charging/USB 
data clip 



Li-Ion; 3 weeks in 
power save mode 
and 8 hours in 
training mode 




Garmin Forerunner 
405CX 

MSRP: $269.99* 
SKU 9502585 



Wristwatch; 
3.3 feet 



Distance, calories, 
speed, pace, heart 

rate 



Yes 



Chest strap 



1,000 laps; Yes, 
via wireless USB 
ANT Stick 



Li-Ion; 2 weeks in 
power save mode 
and 8 hours in 
training mode 



Polar GPS Watch 
with Heart Rate 
Monitor 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 9946395 



Wristwatch; 
98 feet 



Distance, calories, 
speed, pace, heart 
rate 



Yes 



Chest strap 



100 training files; 
Yes (requires 
Polar Flowlink) 



CR2025; N/A 




Garmin Forerunner 
310XT 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9878943 



Wristwatch; 
1 64 feet 



Distance, calories, 
speed, pace, heart 

rate 



Yes 



Chest strap 



1,000 laps; Yes, 
via wireless USB 
ANT Stick 



Li-Ion; 20 hours 
(typical) 




Timex Ironman 
Global Trainer 

MSRP: $360* 
SKU 1165994 



Wristwatch; 
1 64 feet 



Distance, calories, 
speed, pace, heart 
rate 



Yes 



Chest strap 



1,000 laps; Yes, 
via USB cable 



Li-Ion; 15 hours 
in GPS mode and 
12 days in standby 
mode 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




GPS CHARGERS 

• Make sure your travel 
companion always has 
a full battery 

• If you do run out of battery, 
charge your GPS with an 
adapter; these can plug into a 
wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 




MP3 PLAYER CASES 

• Protect your MP3 player 
from bumps and scratches 

• Quickly access your play- 
er's functions with a clip 

• Keep your player out of 
your way with an armband 




Mounts can be placed on a 
car dash or stuck to a wind- 
shield to be within reach 




MP3 PLAYER 
EARPHONES 



Match earphones to your 
needs: If you don't want 
anything bulky, opt for 
earbuds that fit inside your 
ear; to hear every musical 
detail, try headphones that 
cover the ear completely 
Listen to your music 
without the interference 
of background noise with 
earphones that offer a 
noise-canceling feature 




CELL PHONE 
CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

• Keep your phone charged 
no matter where you are; 
adapters for your cell phone 
let you use solar power, 
your car's DC outlet, wall 
power, or your computer to 
charge your phone 

• Be prepared for emergen- 
cies with extra cell phone 
batteries 



No matter where you are going, a wireless device can add 
enjoyment to your journey. To make sure you are taking full 
advantage of the capabilities your portable devices offer, check 
your local CE retailer for accessories that can enhance your 
mobile experiences. We've listed our favorites below. 





MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & 
SPEAKERS 

• Portable speakers let you 
play music for a group; 
some include radios and 
can also play CDs 

• With a portable dock, you 
can recharge your player's 
battery as you listen to 
music 

• Play your music through 
car speakers using an 
FM transmitter 




CELL PHONE CASES 

• Safeguard your phone from 
wear and tear with a case 

• Universal cases fit most 
sizes of cell phones; some 
of these will include clips 
and wrist straps for porta- 
bility and accessibility 

• Fitted cases specifically fit 
your phone's model type; 
these can be hard acrylic 
casings, rubber sleeves, or 
leather pouches 

• Avoid getting scratches and 
fingerprints on your phone's 
screen with stick-on or hard, 
clear screen protectors 




Keep your hands free while 
still being able to use your 
phone 

Link compatible cell phones 
to a Bluetooth headset to 
make or take calls without a 
tangled mess of cables 
Use a headset that offers 
noise-canceling capabilities 
to ensure you don't miss 
any of your conversation 




MOBILE SERV ICES 

Whether your wireless device 
is brand-new or nearing the 
end of its life span, your local 
CE retailer offers services to 
help you take care of all of 
its needs. 

• Protection plans for GPSes, 
MP3 players, and cell 
phones 

• Phone and battery recycling 

• GPS setup and deck instal- 
lation 

• MP3 vehicle integration 

• MP3 player setup and 
training 

• Cell phone repair services 
and loaner phones 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



MP3 Player 
Glossary 



Who doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you 
relax, motivate you, and ensure you always have a 
song to match your mood. When you head to your 
local CE retailer to snag one, make sure you have this 
glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 



AAC — Short for Advanced Audio 
Codec, this format is a competitor of 
the more common MP3 file format. It 
is the default format used by Apple. 

Bluetooth — A wireless technology, 
supported by some MP3 players, 
that connects devices with short- 
range radio frequencies. 

capacity — How much data a player can 
hold. This is typically expressed in giga- 
bytes or megabytes. Generally speaking, 
1 GB will hold about 250 songs. 

download — In terms of digital music, down- 
loading is when you retrieve a song from an 
Internet site or another network connection 
and save it to your computer or portable 
music player. You can download songs from 
music Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM (digital rights management) — DRM 

is a security mechanism for digital media, 
associated with copyright. A common 
DRM scheme for digital music involves 
getting a licensed file to authorize play- 
back of a free or purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you put 
into your ears so you can listen to music 
on your player. These serve the same 
function as headphones. Many music 
players include their own earbuds, but 



you can purchase a separate pair that is 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and also, it won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash-based player isn't as large as 
a hard drive-based player. 

FM tuner — If your music player has 
a built-in FM tuner, you will be able to 
listen to music that is broadcast from local 
radio stations. 

hard drive — Storage that consists of rigid 
platters inside a fixed casing. In terms 
of digital music players, a hard drive- 
based player is larger and heavier than 
a flash-based player. Because of the 
moving parts (the platters), hard drive- 
based players are also prone to skipping. 
However, their capacities are much 
larger than those of flash-based players. 

music management program — A pro- 
gram, such as iTunes or Napster, that 
loads onto your computer and lets you 
play, organize, download, and pur- 
chase media, such as music and videos, 
for your player or PC. 




MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1 MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to 
a CD, or transfer to an MP3 player. The 
playlist will only include directions to 
the location of the songs, not the actual 
songs themselves. 

podcast — A downloadable episode that is 
similar to a radio program. A user can sub- 
scribe to a podcast for updated episodes, 
or she can download podcasts one at 
a time. 

screen — The display on the front of 
a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a dig- 
ital audio format created by Microsoft. 

widescreen — A screen that has a 1 6:9 
aspect ratio. 
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APPLIANCES 



HOW TO BUY 



A Microwave 

Make Your Meals Fast & Family-Friendly 




A quality microwave will let you conveniently heat, reheat, defrost, 
and prepare food with the press of a few buttons. There are plenty of 
reasons to upgrade to a new microwave, so keep reading so you can 
be prepared before you make a purchase. 

SJZO it Up. There are three types of microwaves: compact, 
midsize, and full-size. Compact models, which are great for 
small apartments and dorm rooms, have a capacity of 0.9 cubic 
feet or less. Midsize microwaves range in size from 0.9 to 1 .5 
cubic feet on average. 

There are three 



You can expect most 

full-size models to 

have a capacity of at 

least 1 .5 cubic feet or 

more. If you've recently 

expanded your counter 

space, you could consider adding a full-size model. A midsize 

microwave is suitable for most galley kitchens. 



types of 
microwaves 



Over-the-range. Because the/re installed flush 
with upper kitchen cabinets and over a stovetop, an 
over-the-range 

I . . . built-in 



microwave frees 
up counter space. 
When you're saute- 
ing, steaming, or 
grilling on your 
stove, the micro- 
wave's built-in 
ventilation system 
can disperse rising 
steam or smoke 
and eliminate 
odors. Certain 
models also feature 
a charcoal vent filter that can eradicate air pollutants. 



ventilation 
system can 
disperse rising 
steam or 
smoke and 
eliminate odors. 



POWer particulars. A microwaves power 
wattage will tell you if you have enough power to 
consistently boil and defrost. Find a model with at 
least 1,100 watts of 
power, because a low- 
er wattage option may 
not cook as quickly or 
evenly as a high watt- 
age model. Multiple 
power levels (average 
microwaves include up 
to 1 0) let you adjust the amount of power a micro- 
wave uses based on what you're heating up. 



Find a model 
with at least 
1 J 00 watts 
of power . . . 



Convenience features. Sensor-based cooking options use humid- 
ity detection to ensure food isn't overcooked or undercooked. A one-touch 
popcorn button makes it easy to pop a single package of popcorn. You can use a 
quick minute function to warm a cup of coffee or melt a stick of butter without 
entering time on a number keypad. Some microwaves also feature a multilingual 
menu with instructions in English, French, and Spanish. 



A one-touch 
popcorn button 
makes it easy . . 
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COVER STORY 



Frigidaire Ranges 

Cook Faster & Easier Than Before 

To help you create more time for the things you love, Frigidaire gas ranges (www.frigidaire.com) are built to get you quickly in 
and out of the kitchen. Read on to learn about the time-saving features found on Frigidaire Gallery models, as well as notable 
features of other Frigidaire ranges. 



FRIGIDAIRE BGGF3042KF 30-inch Freestanding Gas Range 



GALLERY. 



MSRP: $999 I SKU: 9355574 



Continuous cast iron grates. Easily 
move heavy pots and pans between 
burners without lifting them. 



Fits-More Cooktop. 

With five gas 
burners, you can 
cook more at one 
time. And with 5,000 
to 1 7,000 BTUs, you 
can change from a 



slow simmer to a boil in no time. 



Center oval burner 
with griddle. A 

powerful 9,500 
BTU burner that can 
accommodate a 
griddle. 





Quick Boil. Boil 
water faster with 
a 17,000 BTU 
burner. 




Even Baking Technology. Ensure your 
food is evenly baked every time. 

Effortless Oven Rack. The bottom rack 
extends toward you, making it easy to 
access items. Self Cleaning. 

Quick Bake Convection. Bake food 
up to 30% faster, and its cooked more 
evenly. 



FRIGIDAIRE FGEF3055MF 30-inch Freestanding Electric Range 



GALLERY. 



MSRP: $949.99 | SKU: 9436283 




Designed to be efficient and help you manage your time, the new Frigidaire Gallery FGEF3055MF 
Freestanding Electric Range offers the following unique features: 




Effortless Temp Probe with Auto Keep 
Warm. Choose the internal temperature at 
which you want your meat to be cooked 
to, and the oven will alert you when it's 
reached that temperature. After that point, 
the oven will switch to a warming function 
to maintain the same internal temperature 
until you remove your food. 



Quick Preheat. Because the oven can preheat in less 
than six minutes, you can whip up dishes on the fly 
and get dinner to the table faster. 
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APPLIANCES 



COVER STORY 



FRIGIDAIRE 

FFGF3019LW 30-inch Freestanding 
Gas Range 

MSRP: $599.99 | SKU: 1723505 

• 4.2 cubic foot oven capacity 

• Five burners that deliver 5,000 to 14,000 BTUs of 
power, including one 14,000 BTU, one 5,000 BTU, 
two 9,500 BTU, and one 10,000 BTU burner 

• Ready-Select Controls are easy to use and let you 
choose cooking options or temperatures 

• Continuous cast 
iron grates make 
it easy to move 
heavy pots and 
pans between 
burners with- 
out lifting 

• A pre- 
mium black 
matte finish 
comple- 
ments the 
durable cast 
iron burner 
grates 

• Sealed 
gas burn- 
ers allow 
for an easy 
cleanup 




FRIGIDAIRE 

FFEF3050LS 30-inch Freestanding 
Electric Range 

MSRP: $749.99 | SKU: 979891 7 

• 5.4 cubic foot oven capacity 

• Five burners that deliver 1 00 to 2,700 watts of power, includ- 
ing one 9-inch 2,500 watt, one 9- to 1 2-inch 1 ,700 to 2,700 
watt, two 6-inch 1 ,200 watt burners, and one warming zone 

• A flexible rack system that adjusts to cook multiple dishes 
at once. A SpaceWise Half Rack can be removed to ac- 
commodate tall dishes 

• Self cleaning 

• Extra-large window to keep 
an eye on items as they cook 

• Auto Shut Off offers an ex- 
tra safety measure, as the 

oven will turn off after 
12 hours 

• One-Touch Keep 
Warm setting and 
Keep Warm Zone keep 
your food warm until 
everyone and every- 
thing is ready to eat 

• Store-More Storage 
Drawer gives you extra 
storage space in your 
kitchen 

• Delay-Clean lets 
you program the oven 
to self clean 




f$ 



5.8 cubic foot oven capacity 

Five burners that deliver 1 00 to 3,000 watts of power, including one 6- to 9-inch (1 ,600- to 3,000- 

watt), one 9- to 1 2-inch (1 ,700- to 2,700-watt), and two 6-inch 1 ,200 watt burner 

True Convection circulates air throughout the oven to make multi-rack baking faster and more 

even. With Effortless Convection Conversion, the oven takes the guesswork out of convection 

cooking for you. 

A flexible rack system that adjusts to cook multiple dishes at once. A SpaceWise Half Rack can be 

removed to accomodate tall dishes. The oven is also self cleaning. 

One-Touch Keep Warm setting and Keep Warm Zone keep your food warm until everyone and 

everything is ready to eat 

Extra-large window to keep an eye on items as they cook 
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APPLIANCES 




Ovens 

Today's oven models help users multitask cooking duties 
while turning out meals easier and faster via such features as: 

• Energy-efficient induction cooktops that use electromag- 
netic energy, which boils water in half the time as stan- 
dard electric cooktops 

• Controls to preprogram cooking settings, such as 
cooking a casserole at one temperature for several 
hours and at another prior to serving 

• Delayed cooking settings, which enable mom to start a 
pie baking so that it's finished as she arrives home from 
picking the kids up from school 

• Steam-aided cooking to conveniently steam vegeta- 
bles in the oven 

• A warmer drawer that keeps a completed dish at a consistent 
serving temperature while another dish continues cooking 

• Dual-oven compartments that enable baking two dishes 
at separate temperatures 



Let's Get 
Cooking 

Advanced Features For 
Appliances 

Pouring hours into a meal is the ultimate stress-reliever for 
some people, but whipping up a meal for hungry mouths 
isn't so relaxing for others. With the advanced features 
today's cooking appliances offer, however, preparing deli- 
cious meals is quicker and easier than ever. 



Microwaves 

Current microwaves not only save time, they expand 
cooking options through the use of: 

• Sensor cooking systems that automatically alter 
cooking times and power by measuring vapors 
emitting from foods 

• Convection cooking, which evenly circulates heat 
over food for faster, moister results at lower tem- 
peratures 



Preset microwave buttons that help a busy mom 
prepare frozen foods, soups, and other meals and 
snacks for kids in a jiffy 



Multi-stage cooking options to simultaneously pre- 
program defrosting, cooking, and warming settings 
so parents can finish other tasks while supper cooks 



Cleanup 

The days of using harsh cleansers and tons of elbow 
grease to clean spills and other messes on oven bot- 
toms are gone thanks to models that use steam to 
naturally free up sticky residue for easily wiping away. 
Elsewhere, ovens constructed so that the baking ele- 
ment is hidden beneath a floor make cleaning up spills 
much easier vs. models that expose the element. 
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Ranges, Cooktops 
& Wall Ovens 

Choose The Perfect Cooking Companion 

When shopping for a new range or oven, if you just walk into the store looking for something that simply 

cooks food, you may be unprepared for the range of options you'll encounter. Read on for some lifestyle 

benefits to consider when selecting between a range, cooktop, or wall oven. 





RonQOS. A range is a single unit that com- 
bines a cooktop and an oven. This option is 
available in gas and electric varieties and some 
models feature hybrid gas/electric cooking capa- 
bilities. Installation options include: 


Range Type 


Installation & Features 


Slide-in 


Fits into a space between 
your kitchen cabinets and 
countertop 


Offers a pull-out bottom 
drawer to store pots and 
pans 


Drop-in 


"Dropped into" a space 
between your cabinets and 
countertop for a custom- 
built look 


A non-functional cabinet 
sits below the range, so 
there isn't a drawer for 
cook ware storage 


Freestanding 


Has finished sides 




Can be placed wherever 
there's room because it 
doesn't rely on cabinets 
or a countertop for installation 





I8j © 



COOktOpS. These units are flat cooking surfaces with burners that 
occupy a part of your countertop space. They offer anywhere from two 
to six burners and come in different types: 


Cooktop Type 


Features 


Electric coil 


Available with two, four, five, or six burners 


Electric smoothtop 


Easy-to-clean surface 


Gas 


At-a-glance temperature control is in your 
hands 




Wall ovens, if you 

electric fueled wall oven 


re short on space in your kitchen, a gas or 
may be an ideal solution. 


Type 


Installation & Features 


Wall oven 


Fits into a wall, flush with your cabinets 


Many units include a microwave that sits 
directly above the wall oven 




Convection cooking, self-cleaning, and 
hidden baking elements are available 
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OVEN ADD-ONS 



Enhance Your 
Oven & Range 

The Benefits Of Warming Drawers & Range Hoods 




Ovens and cooktops are 
must-have kitchen ap- 
pliances in any home, 
but you might not know 
about the benefits of 
adding a warming drawer 
or range hood to your 
range. Keep reading to 
find out how these items 
can make cooking in 
your kitchen easier. 



Warming Drawers 

To keep baked goods warm and 
fresh until everyone has arrived 
for family dinner night, a warming 
drawer functions as a low-powered 
oven. Thanks to internal tempera- 
ture sensors and humidity controls, 
you can adjust the drawer's tem- 
perature or regulate how crisp or 
moist you want your dish to be 
kept. Most models are 24 to 30 
inches wide and have enough rack 
space to hold multiple items. If you 
want to slowly roast meats, con- 
sider a warming drawer that has a 
built-in slow-cook feature. 



Range Hoods 

A range hood acts as a ventilation system that draws smoke, steam, and smells from 
food out of your kitchen. A basic model includes an intake fan, filter (some can be 
cleaned in your dishwasher), and a light to illuminate your cooktop. Advanced models 
may include a multi-speed fan (that may require a blower motor), a larger ventilation 
area, or a sensor that automatically switches the range hood on when heat is detected. 



Installation 

Before you install a warming drawer or range hood, you'll want to measure your 
oven's width (from left to right edge), depth (not including the control nobs), and the 
space between the range and the ceiling. You can mount warming drawers under 
your cooktop or under the oven, depending on the design. When it comes to in- 
stalling range hoods, you need enough room above your range to accommodate for 
the height of the duct and breadth of the vents. 
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Cook Up 

Some 

Savings 

Double Oven 
Advantages 

Double ovens are a great way to cut down on cooking 
time as well as energy costs compared to traditional 
ovens. Here we take a look at how this alternative 
cooking appliance may better fit your needs. 




Samsung FE710DRS 30-inch Flex Duo Oven 

$1,599.99 | www.samsung.com 



Two In One 

Exactly as the name suggests, double ovens 
provide two compartments for cooking. They 
offer two ovens of the same size or, in most 
cases, with one larger and one smaller ca- 
pacity oven. Depending on your kitchen setup 
and available space, there are a few double 
oven configurations you can choose from. 
They can be a part of a freestanding range 
with a cooktop or a built-in wall oven. 



Shorten Cooking Time 

Because they offer two ovens in one, double ovens let you set 
each separate oven to a different temperature. For instance, meals 
for a large family can be simplified because you can simultane- 
ously cook two dishes at different temperatures. This also allows 
you to perfectly time when dishes will be done for a meal, so one 
isn't cooling off while another is still cooking. With two ovens 
you can avoid mixing the flavors of individual dishes as they 
cook, such as a fish entree and a pie for dessert, so your food will 
always taste the way it should. 



Save Money On Energy Costs 

Traditional ovens only provide one oven compartment, so you have to use the same amount of energy to cook regardless of the 
size of your meal. Because double ovens offer smaller and more efficient oven capacities, they can help cut your energy costs. By 
taking advantage of the smaller capacity compartment of a double oven to make smaller or less complicated meals, you will use 
the heating space more efficiently and in turn use less energy, which translates to money savings on your energy bill. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Convection Cooking 



Q 



How does convection cooking work? 

A A convection oven has a fan that evenly distributes the 
oven's heat, thus maintaining a more consistent temper- 
ature throughout. By moving the air inside the oven, convec- 
tion ovens reduce hot and cold spots and cook food faster. 



QHow do convection ovens differ from traditional 
ovens? 

A Both types of ovens have heat sources at the top and 
bottom. However, traditional ovens do not have a 
fan to circulate air. Without air movement to maintain an 
even temperature, your food will probably cook at uneven 
temperatures due to its proximity to the oven's heating ele- 
ments. Also, select convection ovens have an additional 
heating element on the back wall. 



Q What's the difference between convection and 
induction cooking? 

A Convection cooking takes place inside an oven, while 
induction cooking uses electromagnetism and takes 
place on the stovetop itself. They're not competing types of 
cooking; they're entirely different ways of preparing food. 



Q 



What if I only want to use convection cooking 
sometimes? 



A Convection ovens typically allow you to easily switch 
back and forth between convection and traditional 
oven baking, so you can choose when you want to use an 
oven's convection capabilities. 



Q 



Will convection ovens use a gas or electric hookup? 

A Convection ovens are available in both gas and elec- 
tric models, so it doesn't matter which hookup you 
have in your home. 



Q 



What's the difference between a microwave and a 
convection wall oven? 

A Aside from the size difference between an average mi- 
crowave and convection wall oven (the latter is gener- 
ally larger), they differ on how they cook food. Microwaves 
use microwave radiation to heat food as opposed to a 
heating element, like an oven. 



Q 



Why should I consider a combination microwave/ 
convection microwave? 



A Some convection microwaves also incorporate tra- 
ditional microwave capabilities. Thus, with those 
units, you get convection cooking and a microwave all in 
one unit. 



QWhat should I measure to make sure a convection 
oven will fit my space? 

A You'll want to measure the width of the open space 
where you want to put the oven. Make sure you take 
into account countertops, trim, and baseboards. You'll also 
need the distance from the floor to the top of your counter 
to ensure the unit sits flush with your countertop and cabi- 
nets. Finally, measure your home's entrance to make sure 
you can bring the unit into your home for installation. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




VACUUM BELTS, BAGS 
& FILTERS 

• Replace vacuum belts 
every year for optimum 
performance 

• Trap airborne pollutants, 
such as dust particles and 
debris, with micro allergen 
or HEPA filter vacuum bags 
and filters 




HIGH-EFFICIENCY 
LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

• Wash clothes better with a 
detergent that's formulated 
to work with a high- 
efficiency washer 

• HE detergent prevents 
damage to your washer, 
such as leaking, vibration, 
and poor spinning 




GAS FLEX LINES 



• Ranges and laundry dryers. 

Gas lines aren't included 
with these appliances, so 
you'll need to pick one up 

• With an auto shutoff fea- 
ture, you can protect your 
home from gas leaks 

• Professional installers re- 
quire a new gas line 




UPHOLSTERY & FLOOR 
CLEANING AGENTS 

• Make cleaning easy with 
products made for par- 
ticular surfaces, such as 
multifloor, wood floors, 
carpet, and upholstery 

• Some agents can be used 
with a variety of products, 
but others are for use only 
with specific products 




LAUNDRY PEDESTALS 



Raise your front-loading 
washer and dryer to an 
easy-to-access and more 
ergonomic height 



Store laundry 
supplies in ped- 
estals that double 
as drawers 



After you've selected an appliance, you need to make sure you 
have all of the necessary extras, such as cords or hoses for instal 
lation. It's also good to consider having a professional deliver 
and install your unit. By adding the accessories below, you can 
ensure your appliance's performance remains top-notch. 





REFRIGERATOR BULBS 
& FILTERS 

• Keep a spare bulb on 
hand to replace burnt- 
out interior lights 

• Ensure your dispensed 
water and ice always taste 
fresh with extra water filters 





WATER LINES 



Refrigerators. Some models 
include plastic water lines, 
which are susceptible to 
twisting or leaks. A better 
alternative is a line made 
of metal, such as copper or 
stainless steel. 
Washing machines. Don't 
settle for the rubber hose 
that comes with your 
machine, as it can burst. 
Instead, opt for a durable 
stainless steel hose that will 
last longer. 

Dishwashers. Reusing an 
old water line can lead to 
water damage. Instead, 
get a dishwasher kit that 
includes a water line 
and power cord for the 
best performance. 



Power cords aren't included 
with these appliances. Here's 
what you should know: 

• Washers and dryers. All 

new models use 4-prong 
cords, but models made be- 
fore 1 984 require a 3-prong 
cord replacement. 

• Dishwashers. Purchase a 
3-prong cord individually 
or in a kit that includes a 
water line. 

• Ranges. Check your home's 
electrical outlet to get either 
a 3-prong or 4-prong cord. 




Whether you're buying a 
new unit or need to tune up 
your existing one, CE retailers 
offer professional services like 
the ones below to help get 
your appliance up and running 
in no time. 

• Delivery & Installation 

• Appliance Recycling 

• Appliance Service Plans 

• Appliance Repairs 
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What's In Store 



For The Holidays 

The Latest In Gaming 




With so many new game 

releases and pre-order 

opportunities, now is a 

great time to find holiday 

gaming gifts. Here's a 

look at some of the most 

anticipated game and 

console releases that will 

be available this fall. 



Special Editions For Collectors 

Don't forget to check out game titles that come as special edi- 
tions for avid fans. These cost more than a standard version of a 
game, but they're loaded with exclusive items such as character 
statues, art books, or DVDs that give a behind-the-scenes look at 
the production aspect of a game. 

You'll also find special edition game consoles available for a 
limited time. For example, Microsoft's Xbox 360 Gears of War 3 
bundle ($399.99) includes a red and black console, two limited 
edition controllers, and a copy of GoW3. 



Xbox 360 
Console 
Limited Edition 
Gears of War 
3 Bundle 

SKU: 2873059 
MSRP: $399.99 






Game Releases 

Gears Of War 3 

Xbox 360: $59.99 
SKU: 9854804 
Release date: Sept. 20 
ESRB rating: M for Mature 

The conclusion to the epic 
trilogy pins Marcus, Dom, and 
the rest of the COGs against the Locust Horde as 
they try to save their planet and the human race. 



Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 

Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, 

and PC: $59.99 

SKUs: 2670133, 2670179, 2670151 

Release date: Nov. 8 

ESRB rating: M for Mature 



A fast-paced and cinematic single- 
player campaign that lets you see 
action in the U.S. and all over the world. Gameplay 
modes include online multiplayer and Spec Ops. 



The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim 

Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, 

and PC: $59.99 

SKUs: 2095189, 2095198, 2095222 

Release date: Nov. 1 1 

ESRB: RP for Rating Pending 



This is the latest installment in 
the Elder Scrolls series. You play 
the hero, who battles wolves, undead swordsmen, 
woolly mammoths, and loads of dragons in this ex- 
pansive fantasy world. 
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Guitar Starter Sets 

Everything You Need To Start Playing Today 




In the decades since The Beatles made history on "The Ed 
Sullivan Show/' countless kids (and adults for that matter) 
have dreamed of strapping on a guitar and becoming a rock 
god. But beyond hours of practice, becoming a guitar player 
requires owning the necessary gear. One way to acquire the 
essentials all at once is buying a guitar starter set. 



Why Buy A Starter Set? 

Many people who desire to play a guitar or buy one for 
a child have little to no experience or knowledge of the 
instrument, something that can make selecting a guitar 
and related gear intimidating and difficult. Guitar starter 
sets, which are available for electric, acoustic, and bass 
guitars, conveniently put everything you need to get 
started in one package to cover an aspiring player from 
the outset. Further, most starter sets are affordably priced 
from about $130 to $300. 



What's Included 

Although most guitar starter sets are similar, the type 
of guitar that's included will dictate what other equip- 
ment is packaged. Electric and bass guitar bundles, 
for example, will include a cable and amplifier. An 
acoustic guitar bundle won't unless the model inte- 
grates a pickup that enables plugging the guitar into 
an amp. Typically, expect any bundle to at least in- 
clude a soft case, picks, strap, and instructional book 
or video on CD/DVD. Additional gear may include 
software, a chromatic tuner, extra strings, a cleaning 
cloth, a string winder, and headphones. 



Room For Growth 

Foremost, guitar starter sets are geared toward making entering the guitar world easy and affordable. Although the equip- 
ment will be functional, don't expect it to be top of the line. This includes the guitar, which will likely be an entry-level 
model, and amplifier, which will probably output 5- to 15-watt power via a smallish speaker. Overall, a starter set's pri- 
mary purpose is helping inexperienced players get started. As they improve their skills, they'll upgrade the gear and pos- 
sibly add music and guitar stands, capos, effects pedals, slides, and other accessories along the way. 
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This Month's 

Blu-ray Disc Releases 



The Lion King 



Rating: G | MSRP*: $24.99| SKU: 2864437 
( Release Date: iW) 




Jurassic Park Ultimate Trilogy 

Rating: PG-13 MSRP*: $99.99 SKU: 3039137 
( Release Date: 10/25 ) 




Where The Wild Things Are 



Rating: PG | MSRP*: $12.99 SKU: 3551188 
( Release Date: 10/18 ) 




Date MSRP* 



SKU 



Rating 



( October 






Beautiful Boy 


10/11 


$24.99 


3421656 


R 




Beetlejuice 


10/18 


$12.99 


3600342 


PG 




Bones: Season 6 


10/11 


$54.99 


3509835 


TV-14 




Charlie & The Chocolate 
Factory 


10/4 


$14.99 


3551063 


PG-13 




Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 


10/4 


$12.99 


19490399 


G 




Cruel Game 


10/11 


$8.99 


19294879 


R 




Dragon Ball Z Kai: Season One 


10/18 


$49.99 


19456138 


TV-PG 




Fast Five 


10/4 


$24.99 


3142315 


PG-13 




Friday The 1 3th 


10/4 


$19.99 


3541358 


Not Rated 




Frosty the Snowman 


10/4 


$19.99 


19458454 


G 




Goonies 


10/18 


$12.99 


3551072 


PG 




Green Lantern 


10/14 


$24.99 


3477108 


PG-13 




Hot Tub Time Machine 


10/11 


$19.99 


19490168 


R 




Journey To The Center Of Earth 


10/18 


$12.99 


19479239 


PG 




Judy Moody & The Not 
Bummer Summer 


10/11 


$34.99 


19503048 


PG 




Jurassic Park Ultimate Trilogy 


10/25 


$99.99 


3039137 


PG-13 




King Midas 


10/11 


$8.99 


19294924 


R 




Lion King Trilogy Collection 


10/4 


$74.99 


2863723 


G 




Lucky 


10/11 


$24.99 


19438188 


R 




March Of The Penguins 


10/18 


$12.99 


19531724 


G 




Pebble & The Penguin 


10/11 


$14.99 


19535602 


G 




Pirates Of The Caribbean: 
On Stranger Tides 


10/18 


$29.99 


3158528 


PG-13 




Platoon 


10/4 


$19.99 


2683943 


R 




Pulp Fiction 


10/4 


$19.99 


3496279 


R 




Scarface 


10/11 


$29.99 


19486684 


R 




Scream 4 


10/4 


$29.99 


3068059 


R 




Scrooge 


10/11 


$19.99 


1 9449483 


G 




Sleepy Hollow 


10/4 


$19.99 


19449226 


R 




Sweeny Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street 


10/4 


$19.99 


19449235 


R 




The 1 2 Dogs of Christmas 


10/4 


$8.99 


19399203 


G 




The Crow 


10/18 


$19.99 


3220164 


R 




The Lion King 


10/4 


$24.99 


2864437 


G 




The Names of Love 


10/4 


$34.99 


19466523 


R 




The Santa Clause 3: 
The Escape Clause 


10/4 


$24.99 


19334456 


G 




The True Story of Puss'n Boots 


10/4 


$19.99 


19438142 


G 




The Winnie The Pooh Movie 


10/25 


$34.99 


3439115 


G 




Tom & Jerry: Golden Collection 


10/25 


$29.99 


19426174 


Not Rated 




Walking Dead: Season 1 


10/4 


$49.99 


3421374 


TV-14 




Where The Wild Things Are 


10/18 


$12.99 


3551188 


PG 




Zookeeper 


10/11 


$24.99 


3425255 


PG 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Get The Most Out 
Of Your Gaming 

Trade-Ins, Pre-Orders & More 



GS 




Whether you consider games an entertaining way to pass the time or as vital to 
your existence as eating and breathing, Best Buy offers solutions so you can get 
games for less than you thought; use your existing library to fund a new one; 
obtain the next hot title the day it launches; and access exclusive in-game maps, 
weapons, and more with downloadable content. Here's a look at some of the 
ways in which Best Buy wants to help you expand your gaming experience. 



Pre-OrderS. Ideal for gift- 
givers and franchise fanatics 
alike, pre-ordering games at Best 
Buy or Bestbuy.com means that 
there's no need to stand in line 
and there's no such thing as a 
sold-out title. Pre-orders also get 
guaranteed access to limited edi- 
tions, all the best exclusives, and 
other offers. 



New titles. You probably al- 
ready knew Best Buy offered a wide 
selection of new games, strategy 
guides, accessories, and more. But 
you may not have known that as a 
member of Best Buy's Reward Zone 
Gamer's Club, you can get point bo- 
nuses just for buying the games you 
love, which helps you earn Best Buy 
gift cards to further fund your fun. 



Pre-OWned titles. Purchasing a 
gently pre-played game lets you enjoy 
the game as much as someone who 
purchased the game new, but at a sig- 
nificant cost difference. 



Downloadable content, in 

addition to buying new and used games 
at Best Buy, you can also talk to a sales 
associate to purchase DLC (download- 
able content), which includes game ex- 
pansions and add-ons for titles you just 
bought or currently own. 



Trade-inS. When you're finished 
with your games, Best Buy lets you 
turn around and sell those games 
back for gift cards that are good 
storewide and online. It's a great 
way to bring down the price of new 
games, and you'll be doing your 
fellow cash-strapped gamer a favor 
by giving him the opportunity to buy 
your game at a pre-owned price. 
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Which Game System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your 
favorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a game device that will suit you best, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. 



Storage space 




What It Means 



How much 
data the system 
can hold 



Compatible 
memory cards 

Cards that will let you 
save and offload data, 
such as game saves or 
personal media 



Optical drive 



Video 

resolution output Ports 



Aside from game Highest number of Hookups for 

discs, other playable video pixels that is controllers as well 

media formats sent to a TV or por- as video and audio 

table console screen outputs 



Sony PlayStation 3 
160GB 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 3061302 



160GB 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with optional USB 
memory card adapter 



CD, DVD, BD 



1,920x1,080 



1 A/V, 1 Ethernet, 
1 HDMI, 1 optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB 



Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 2539748 



512MB 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Can only play 
game titles 



720 x 480 



4 controller, 

1 A/V Multi Out, 

2 USB 



Microsoft 

Xbox 360 250GB 

Console 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 1162184 



250GB 



USB flash drive 



CD, DVD 



1,920x1,080 



1 optical audio out, 
1 Ethernet, 1 HDMI, 
5 USB, Kinectport 




Nintendo 3DS 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 1824267 



N/A 



SD 



None 



Upper: 800x240 (3D) 
Lower: 320 x 240 



1 headphone 



CD 
O 
> 

CD 
Q 

n 

D 

■t 
O 
Q_ 




Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9249725 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x1 92 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




Nintendo DSi XL 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 97601 66 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x1 92 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 



Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 91 75082 



64MB 



Memory Stick Duo 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



480x272 



1 video out/ 
headset, 1 USB, 
1 DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Online 
community 


Wi-Fi access; 
Media streaming 


Parental 
controls 


Compatible 
game formats 


Included 
accessories & 
services 


Available 
accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 




Web site 
membership 
for downloads, 
upgrades, and 
more 


Access the 
Internet without a 
cable hookup; 
send and receive 
media wirelessly 


Helps parents de- 
cide what content 
their kids can or 
cannot access 


Game titles that 
can be played on 
the game system 


Accessories 
included with 
the console 


Extras that can 
help enhance 
your gameplay 


Included 
controllers; 
wired/wireless 
controller com- 
patibility 


Who can benefit 
from the special 
features the gaming 
system offers 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network 
membership 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 
Yes — Netflix and 
content from your 
home network 


Options avail- 
able for games, 
BDs, DVDs, and 
Internet access 


Sony Play- 
Station 3 
titles and select 
PlayStation 
titles 


DualShock 3 wireless 
controller, USB cable, 
PlayStation Network mem- 
bership, A/V cable 


Move Navigation con- 
troller, Blu-ray remote, 
Bluetooth headset, 
memory card adapter, 
wireless keypad, cables 


Includes 1 
DualShock 3 
wireless con- 
troller; wireless 


Someone who wants 
the value of a full 
gaming system with 
a BD player and 
media streaming 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 
Yes— Netflix 


Options available 
for games, online 
features and 
downloads, and 
more 


Nintendo 
GameCube 
and Wii titles 


Wii remote and 
nunchuck, sensor 
bar, Wii Sports 
game, console 
stand, A/V cable, 
adapter 


Wireless Wii 
remote, wheel, 
classic (wired) 
controllers, wire- 
less sensor bar 


Includes 1 wire- 
less Wii remote 
and nunchuck; 
both 

(some titles require 
a wired remote) 


Gamers of any 
age who want a 
unique wireless 
gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 




Xbox LIVE 


Yes, 802.1 1n; 
Yes — Netflix and 
content from your 
home network 


Options available 
for games, Xbox 
LIVE, console 
play time, and a 
Family Settings 
pass code 


Xbox 360 sup- 
ports backward 
compatibility 
of the original 
Xbox, Xbox 360, 
and Xbox LIVE 
Arcade titles 


Wireless con- 
troller, headset, 
AA/ cable, free 
one-month trial to 
Xbox LIVE Gold 


Xbox Kinect, 
HDMI cable, 
USB flash drive, 
Xbox LIVE 
headset, Play & 
Charge Kit 


Includes 1 wire- 
less controller; 
wireless 


Those who want an 
Xbox console with a 
Kinect Sensor to play 
games only with body 
movement, built-in 
wireless capabilities, 
and more 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available for 
games, specific wire- 
less connectivity, 3D 
functionality, and more 


Nintendo 3 DS 
titles and nearly all 
Nintendo DSi and 
Nintendo DS titles 


Charging cradle, 
AC adapter, stylus, 
2GB SD card, 6 
AR cards 


Cases, adapters, 
screen shields 


N/A 


Users who want 
a handheld game 
system that supports 
3D games 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 
for Nintendo DSi 
content 


Nintendo DSi 
and Nintendo 
DS titles 


AC adapter, 

2 styli 


Audio headset, 
battery power pack, 
screen protectors, 
carrying cases, styli 


N/A 


Users who want a hand- 
held gaming system that 
lets them take, person- 
alize, and share photos 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 
for DSi software, 
DSi Browser, DSi 
Shop, and more 


N/A 


Rechargeable bat- 
tery, AC adapter, 
stylus, and 4 
preinstalled titles 


Cases, adapters, 
headphones, full- 
sized stylus 


N/A 


Those who want a hand- 
held gaming system better- 
suited for social gaming 
with a large screen 




Yes, PlayStation 
Network 


Yes, 802.11b; Yes 


Included 


Available for 
download from 
PlayStation store 


AC adapter, 
USB cable 


Protective screen 
film, cradle, head- 
phones, memory 
cards, cases 


N/A 


Those who need a 

bigger screen for their 

gaming, Internet, and 

media entertainment 

J 
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bolxD OQm© Descriptions 
Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 



In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their children, 
ESRB (www.esrb.org) ratings are listed on the front and back of most game 
packages to provide concise and impartial details about a title's content. 



mami Early Childhood. 

^^ Titles with this ra- 
Kzkf ting have content 
||jjj|j that may be suit- 
able for children 
ages 3 and older. These 
software titles contain no 
material that parents would 
find inappropriate. 



?75!TO1 Everyone. Titles 
^^t with this rating have 
^^L content that may 
W¥m be suitable for 
children ages 6 
and older. Games in this cat- 
egory may contain minimal 
cartoon, fantasy, or mild vio- 
lence and infrequent use of 
mild language. 



BUB Everyone 10+. Titles 

^^L with this rating have 
Y^0k content that may 
ggS be suitable for chil- 
dren ages 1 and 
older. Games in this category 
may contain more cartoon, 
fantasy, or mild violence and 
language as well as minimal 
suggestive themes. 



i * =< =< ? || Teen. Titles with 

tthis rating have 
content that may be 
'■^gjj^jrVi suitable for children 

ages 13 and older. 
Titles in this category may 
contain violence, sugges- 
tive themes, crude humor, 
minimal blood, simulated 
gambling, or infrequent use 
of strong language. 



MIS! Mature. Titles with 
At this rating have 
YY* content that may 
Wm\ be suitable for 
persons ages 1 7 
and older. Games in this 
category may contain in- 
tense violence, blood and 
gore, sexual content, or 
strong language. 



Adults Only. 

JliQ Titles with this rat- 
P^k ing have content 
|ggjja that is only suit- 
able for persons 18 
years and older. Games in 
this category may include 
prolonged scenes of intense 
violence, graphic sexual 
content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of 
game packages include content descriptions and depictions. 



GAMING TIPS FOR PARENTS 




Aside from checking a game's 
ESRB rating, there are other 
ways you can ensure the 
games your youngsters are 
playing are age-appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything 
on a title's packaging, in- 
cluding the game graphics. 



Find game reviews, screen 
shots, or demos to get a 
better idea of a game's 
content. 

If available, use the game's 
parental controls to 
restrict inappropriate 
content. 



Learn about games by talk- 
ing to other parents and 
older children who are 
familiar with or have played 
certain titles. 

Participate in your children's 
gaming and discuss their 
games as much as possible. 



Be aware of non rated 
ESRB material a game may 
contain. "Mods" are pro- 
gram downloads that can 
alter a game's content, 
and online games often 
have live player chats 
as well as other user- 
generated content. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




• A gaming steering wheel 
puts you in the driver's 
seat of a virtual race 

• A comfortable, accurate 
wheel will give you more 
control with turns, braking, 
and acceleration 

• Be sure to purchase a 
racing wheel that's com- 
patible with your specific 
game console 




• Adding a keyboard can 
help game efficiency — 
type in text codes and chat 
with other players quickly 

• Look for a model with 
a touchpad so you can 
easily scroll around the 
game display 

• Models that offer hotkeys 
will enable you to quickly 
perform tasks, such as 
gameplay actions 




• A USB media hub will 
let you connect other 
USB devices (including 
MP3 players and portable 
game devices) to your 
game console 

• Use a USB rechargeable 
battery pack to charge 
the Li-Ion battery for gui- 
tar controllers 




Add a heavy-duty bass 
pedal to your gaming drum 
set to replace your stan- 
dard pedal 

A tripod microphone stand 
will make your song-based 
games more true to life 
Extra cymbals for your 
rock drum kit will give you 
more freedom to express 
musical ability 



The gaming experience goes beyond the game itself — you 
need the right console peripherals and the best just-in-case 
services. We've compiled a list of some of the must-have 
accessories that will only enhance your gameplay, so be 
sure to remember these items on the next trip to your local 
CE retailer. 





EXTERNAL MEMORY 

• External hard drives, 
USB drives, or memory 
cards back up your in- 
progress games 

• When additional memory 
is connected to live 
(online) games, you can 
save gaming content and 
downloads 

• The more memory you 
have, the more games and 
downloads you'll be able 
to store 




• Use a hands-free headset to 
enhance your gaming ex- 
perience by planning strate- 
gies aloud with your team 

• A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is 
designed to communicate 
with your game console; 
Bluetooth headsets will 
be compatible with most 
game consoles 

• Consider noise-canceling 
headsets with echo-min- 
imizing microphones so 
you can hear and be 
heard clearly 




WIRE LESS CONTROLLER 

• Bluetooth technology 
lets you play while also 
having the freedom to 
move around 

• Some controllers use tra- 
ditional AAA batteries to 
sustain your playing time 

• Find the best design for 
your grip: ergonomic 
or traditional 




GAMIN G SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer 
provides some helpful ser- 
vices, both in-home and 
in-store, to enhance your 
game console. Specifically, 
the professionals can set 
up online connections, 
install system updates, and 
transfer data to a game 
storage device. 

• Configure online accounts 

• Console system updates 

• Stream media from a PC 
to a game console 

• Connect a console to a 
home-theater system 
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In this section, you'll find products and services that are suit- 
able for businesses of all sizes. From digital signage that can 
hold up to prolonged hours of use in a small mom-and-pop 
store to powerful servers that can support a corporation's net- 
work of hundreds of workers, these pages offer a wide range 
of solutions for professional needs. No matter your size of 
business, First Glimpse's Built For Business section helps you 
discover the latest innovative technologies available in-store 
and online, so you can use them to grow success. 




cjcj 



From The Smallest Offices . . . 




. . .To The Largest Enterprises 




Not everything a business needs can be found on a store shelf. Depending 

on the size and demands of your company, you may need to seek solutions 

through other avenues. Take, for example, Best Buy and its business support. 

To help you match the technology and services that fit your company, no 

matter its size, industry, or obstacles, Best Buy offers consultations with its 

business experts in stores, online, on the phone, and at your location. 




. . .The Full Business Scope 



. . . discover the 
latest innovative 
technologies 
available in-store 
and online . . . 
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A Point Of Sale System 



At Your Service 




Point-of-sale systems are available in a variety of different 
configurations, including models with different built-in hard- 
ware, inventory tools, customer tracking, and security op- 
tions. Well examine the most common features to help you 
select the point-of-sale system that's best for you. 



AIMn-One Systems. An all-in-one system includes 
a point-of-sale computer and monitor. 

Models with traditional operating systems are designed to 
work with new browser-based applications for point-of- 
sale transactions. 



Need the ability 
to print out bar- 
code labels for 
products? Look 
for a point-of-sale 
system with a 
built-in lab- 
el printer. 



An all-in-one 
system includes 
a point-of-sale 
computer 
and monitor. 



Scanners, usb 

barcode scanners 
allow you to read 
barcodes on items 
that are too big or too 
heavy to pick up and 
run across a traditional 
glass scanner. 



Magnetic strip 
readers give 
you the ability 
to swipe credit 
cards directly . 

Magnetic strip readers give you the ability to swipe credit 
cards directly using the point-of-sale system. 



PrOdUCt StOCk. With the ability to search by SKU 


or UPC, you can quickly determine if a product is avail- 


able from an inventory. 


A reorder notifi- 


. . . you can 


cation software 
feature can alert 


quickly determine 


a stock manager 
when your busi- 


if a product is 


ness is running 


available from 


low on an item. 




If you need the 


an inventory. 


software to work with a back-office application, you'll 


need to check its compatibility. 



Trends. Automated product tracking will help you 
identify purchasing trends, which in turn can help you 
determine how many product units you should reorder. 

Applications with a transaction history allow you to 
look up purchases a customer has made over a par- 
ticular period of time. 

Software that can integrate loyalty rewards programs make it 
easier to implement and manage promotional opportunities. 
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Integration Services 



Q 



What is an integration service? 



A Integration services consist of on-site installation, as well as 
the configuration of the equipment to meet an equipment 
vendor's specifications for peak performance. 



Q 



Are integration services available for both hardware and 
software? 



A Yes, and you'll want to find an integration service provider 
that's designed to work with the particular hardware or 
software you plan to purchase. 



Q 



What types of integration services are available? 



A Integration services are available for most any type of IT 
equipment — from complex servers to basic uninterrupted 
power supplies — as well as IT-level software. 



Q 



What are the primary benefits of using an integration 
service? 



A With an integration service, your business' new equipment 
or software application will be installed quickly and cor- 
rectly. This ensures a minimal disruption in business operations. 



Q 



How does an integration service ensure top performance 
for my hardware? 



A Most integration services verify that associated hardware 
meets manufacturer prerequisites, and will run benchmark 
tests and diagnostics to make sure everything is working at best 
practice standards. 



Q 



Can an integration service help you to 
increase productivity? 



A Yes. An integration service simplifies the IT process and 
takes control of your environment through smart manage- 
ment. For example, a service provider could show you how to 
set up automation, manage network devices, or cut costs with 
virtual ization tools. 



Q 

A 



Will integration services also provide 
technical support? 



Yes. If technical support is outlined as part of your con- 
tract, you can seek assistance via phone or in-office visits. 



Q 



Can an integration service perform on-site assembly of 
your equipment? 



A Yes. Assembly is typically part of an integration service's 
offerings. An advisor may also be provided to help your IT 
staff assemble and install the hardware. 



Q 



What is on-site corrective maintenance? 



A On-site correct maintenance ensures someone will be avail- 
able to revisit your business with a given period of time to 
repair or perform maintenance on equipment you purchased. 



Q 



What type of maintenance can I expect on products that 
are installed by an integration service provider? 



A Maintenance consists of checking the system to make 
sure it's running according to manufacturer standards and 
examining equipment for any signs of wear that could lead to 
operation failure. 
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Cameras & Camcorders 



One thing you can count on with con- 
sumer electronics is that if a particular 
technology or feature makes a splash with 
users on one device it probably won't be 
long before it crosses over to others. Take, 
for example, touchscreens. Although 
they made their presence known among 
general consumers first on PDAs and 
smartphones, touchscreens have since 
made a home on numerous other devices 
in recent years, including digital cameras 
and camcorders. Read on to learn how 
touchscreens can change how you con- 
trol digital cameras and camcorders and 
how they let you interact with the photos 
and videos you capture in new ways. 

Control 

One of the primary attractions of 
owning a digicam or camcorder 



that sports a touchscreen is that you 
can control a camera's functions, 
including snapping photos and re- 
cording video, by pressing your fin- 
ger to the screen. 

How much control a touchscreen 
gives you, however, differs among 
models. Some cameras, for example, 
give you complete control over the 
camera through the use of on-screen 
icons and virtual buttons. Other 
models, however, may only provide 
control through a combination of 
physical and virtual buttons. The 
use of gestures, meanwhile, lets you 
do such things as switch among in- 
camera menus by tilting the camera in 
a certain direction or deleting a photo 
or video by using a finger or stylus to 
draw an X over the photo. 



Approaches 

The type of touchscreen a digicam 
or camcorder uses can also differ 
among models. For example, some 
cameras don capacitive touchscreen 
displays while others use resistive 
touchscreen displays. 

Capacitive touchscreens use the 
electrical properties present in a 
user's body to detect the location 
on the screen that you're touching. 
Using this information, the cam- 
era's processor is able to determine 
and execute your desired action, 
such as engaging the shutter button. 
Generally, capacitive touchscreens 
require little finger pressure, but 
their reliance on electrical proper- 
ties typically means you can't use a 
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stylus on the display or wear gloves 
as you use the touchscreen. Related 
to capacitive touchscreens is multi- 
touch control. This enables you to 
place multiple fingers on the screen 
to execute functions, such as using 
two fingers to zoom in and out on 
a photo by pinching and stretching 
your fingers. 

Resistive touchscreens, meanwhile, 
are constructed using multiple screen 
layers that are slightly separated. These 
layers come into contact when you 
apply pressure causing changes in 
electrical circuits between the layers. 
The camera's processor detects these 
changes and uses the information to 
execute an appropriate action. While 
resistive touchscreens generally re- 
quire more pressure than capacitive 
touchscreens, they typically support 
stylus use and don't require direct con- 
tact with your fingers. 

Applications 

Cameras support any number of 
touchscreen-based actions via finger 
swipes, taps, drags and drops, and 
other motions. For example, a mother 
could tap the touchscreen to access a 
user menu to apply appropriate white 
balance, color, scene, flash, expo- 
sure, and other settings to capture 
shots of her child's birthday party. 
Using additional finger taps, she can 
track a particular subject, keeping it 
in focus, and then press a virtual on- 
screen button to engage the shutter 
button or start recording a video. 

Later, she can show others the shots and 
footage by using a dragging motion to 
scroll through folders or galleries and 
using finger swipes to transition through 
her photos and videos. Additionally, she 
could use gestures to rotate images, use 
an on-screen keyboard to tag photos or 
videos, apply in-camera edits via finger 
taps, and more. 



Considerations 

Among the factors to keep in mind 
when shopping for a camera with a 
touchscreen are the unavoidable fin- 
gerprints the touchscreen will amass. 



Elsewhere, expect a learning period to 
decipher and remember what a model's 
on-screen icons represent. Additionally, 
speed, responsiveness, and accidently 
engaging functions can be an issue 
with touchscreens. 



Nikon CoolpixS61 00 



Set your eyes on the back of the Nikon Coolpix S61 00 ($1 99.95; www.nikon 
.com) and you'll find a scant three buttons integrated along the left side frame. 
Rather than rely mostly on physical buttons, this 1 6MP point-and-shoot allows 
you to control most of its features via a 3-inch TFT LCD touchscreen through 
finger presses, taps, or the included stylus. Among other things, you'll be able 
to control framing, focusing, and firing the shutter to capture images. 

The S6100's touchscreen also supports tracking subjects that are in motion, 
thus keeping them automatically in focus before you engage the shutter on 
the touchscreen. Elsewhere, the touchscreen can be used to set one of the 20 
included Scene Modes (Beach, Landscape, Museum, etc.), apply in-camera 
edits (Quick ReTouch, Active D-Lighting, Soft Focus, etc.), adjust the ISO set- 
ting (80 to 3,200), apply included decorations and animations, and more. 

The Nikon Coolpix D6100's touchscreen allows for a camera body thick- 
ness of just 1 .1 inches and weight of only 6.2 ounces. Anti-glare coating and 
screen brightness control on the touchscreen also makes it easier to shoot in 
bright settings. Additional camera features include a 7X wide-angle optical 
zoom via the camera's NIKKOR ED glass lens (28 to 1 96mm equivalent focal 
length) and 720p HD movie recording. 



Nikon Coolpix S6 100 
$199.95 
www. nikonusa. com 
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Take Gam 
To The 
Next Level 



Whether you're a casual 
gamer or a hardcore en- 
thusiast, you want your 
gaming experience to be 
as realistic and exciting 
as possible. The following 
accessories can help make 
your next gaming session 
even more captivating. 
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Gunnar MLG Phantom 
Gaming Eyewear 

$79.99 | SKU: 1177374 
While gaming, these RX-compatible 
glasses are designed to enhance your 
visual efficiency and limit eye fatigue 
by reducing glare and reflections and 
increasing overall contrast. 

BoomChair A44 Gaming Chair 

$99.99 | SKU: 9123655 
This gaming chair's built-in speakers and sound- 
responsive vibration motors pulse with the action 
of your game. It also features a side storage pocket and 
adjustable headrest and recline stoppers. 



Logitech 3D 
Pro Joystick 

$34.99 | SKU: 5796515 
Get an edge over your 
opponents with this 
USB joystick, which 
has 1 2 programmable 

buttons and a rapid- 
fire trigger that can 
improve your 
gaming ac- 
curacy and 
control. 




Tritton AX 720 
Gaming Audio 
System 

$129.99 | SKU: 9466124 
Compatible with PC, 
Xbox and PlayStation 
gaming systems, the 
Tritton headset/micro- 
phone combo features 
Dolby Digital and Pro 
Logic II headphone 
technology to create 
quality, simulated 
surround sound. 





LevelUp Carry 
All Gaming 
Organizer 

$12.99 | SKU: 2833823 
With this game orga- 
nizer, you can store 
up to 21 games, plus 
multiple controllers for 

any system. The lift- 
and-carry handle is 
ideal when you want 
to transport your gear 
to friends' houses for 
a gaming night. 
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Since 1979, Sandhills Publishing has produced publications covering technology beginning with 

the introduction of Processor. Over the years, the company has developed a complete line of computing 

publications, encompassing Smart Computing, PC Today, Computer Power User, and First Glimpse. 

Our plain-English approach has served audiences well for 30 years, ensuring they receive 

accurate and unbiased technology information to meet their needs. 



PROCESSOR 



A Cabinet For Every Need 




a^Computing 

Small Office 




Sandhills Publishing 
www.sandhills.com 



